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Barak expected 
in Amman today 

AMMAN (J.T.) His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
H^issan, the Regent, and Israeli opposidoo Labour 
Parry leader Ehud Barak are expected to hold talks in 
Anunan today on the recent Palesliniaii-Israeli Wye 
River peace deal struck Oct. 23, a Palace source said 
Sunday. Barak, who will be accompanied by Labour 
members of Knesset Eitao Kabel and Yossi Katz, was 
in Jordan for talks with His Majesty King Hussein and 
H]^ Crown Prin^ Hassan on July 14. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu Sunday indefinitely 
postponed a Mbinet debate on ratification of the Wye 
deal following Friday’s bomb attack- in West 
Jerusalem for which Islamic Jihad has claimed 
re^Dsibility. 
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King reacting ‘extremeiy 
weil’ to treatment 

AMMAN (AFPl — His Majesty King Hussein, who is 
being treated for cancer of the lymph glands in the Unit- 
ed States, is responding extremely well to his chemother- 
apy, InfomiadoD Minister Nasser Judeh sud Sunday. 
“The King is responding extremely well to foe treatment 
and the latest results are far beyond expectations,” Judeh 
told reporters. Jordan s ambass^r in Washington, Mar- 
wan Muasher, meanwhile said the results had “confinned 
ihar the King's body is free from any iiaces of cancerous 
ceils." 'The King will undergo the sixth [and final] round 
of chemotherapy just as a precaution." Muasher told Sun- 
day's .AI Dustour newsp-i^r. The King has completed the 
fifth round of treatment at the fam^ Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester. Minnesota where he checked in on July 14 
.suffering a fever and cold sweats. 
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I ‘Iraq adheres to its stance’ banning 
I U.N. inspections, Aziz emphasises 
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BAGHDAD ^AP) — As 
U.S. officials cOTSulted on a 
posable military strike 
' against Iraq, a top Iraqi offi- 
cial said Sunday that the gov> 
emmeot would not back 
JowD on its decision to ban 
UJ^. arms inqieclions. 

DepuQr PiLne Minister 
Taicq Aziz told the afificial 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
that foe govemnoent was not 
moved a UX S«;urity 
Council resolution last week 
bddiog it in “fiagiant vioia- 
: non” edicts. 

Traq adheres to its stance 
(into foe Securi^ Coundl 
fulfils its obligation toward 
.Iraq,” JNA quoted Aziz as 
saying. Hus, be said, 

. iDvbl^ lifting foe ban on oil 
.jales.*!^ a start toward foe 
final lifting of the whole 
enfoatgo.’* 

Iraq's trade minister. 
M nhnnmrad Mebdi Saleh, 
also told reporters that Iraq is 
unconcerned with U.S. 
\hiais. - Ws are not fearing 
fiom any military strike... 
and oio; country is pn^iaied 
to face' my military aggres- 
sion.*’ he'saidL 

Aziz's comments came 
afier he met a delegation of 
Irish and Scottish poUticians 


basil by frtland's former priine 
mbis^, Albert Reynolds, 
arS . ftho said they c^^posed the 
. use of force against Iraq. 

•. ■!:. Tfoink nofoing is solved 

' .military' actio n." said T hm 
a Scottish member 
cf ^ British pariiament who 
areorapanied Reynolds. Tt 
^ creates a bitterness 
j.rJ b^veen old friends that I 


r, tf d^oie.” 

Dalyell said Reynolds 
. planned to brief U.S. E^i- 
. dent BiU Ginton about his 
t; Sndmgs in Baghdad, adding: 

- ir T hope it does some good." 
.,.rir ^ ' The United ■ States and 
..., ^ Britain have threatened pos- 

^le military' action to force 
’■ ,?ifr B^idad to allow U.N. 

'Weapons inspections to 
u.|. ■ resume. 

On Siaiday, Clinton was 
, ' jii F meeting at Maryland’s Camp 
,/^'David pesitfential retreat 

whb Defeare Sedretaiy' 
WiJHam Cefoen, who just 
,pyrg|i!r ixmpte^arourof foeCu^^ 
and National Security Advis- 
tOV er Sandy Beiger, who con- 
sohed last week with Britsun 
^ and France. UN. sanctions 
if imposed a^ Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait pre\'ent 
-V :'r- foe export of cn, and trade as 

(■, ; Iraq last monfo armounced 
it was halting cooperation 
'*1fo UN. weapons inspec- 
^ ^ Security Coun- 

- -i-L' begins mov ing to lift the 

eafoa^. which has devas- 
' ' “ ... 1 tafed fiat’s eocxiomy. 


' ; . ICdotimied on page 3) 
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Former Irish Prime Minister Albert Reynolds visits an aitiag Iraqi child In the Saddam Central Hospital in Bagh- 
dad on Sonday while the mother comfo^ ber cblld. A group of British and Irish paiiiamentaries met Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Ihreq Aziz on Sunday as they started a visit to assess the impact of sweeping U.N. trade sanctions 
on the country and its people (Reuters photo) 


Saudi Arabia does not rule out 
use of force to solve Iraqi crisis 


RIYADH (AJFP) — Saudi 
Arabia may back the use of 
force if diplomacy fails to 
solve the latest crisis over 
U.N. weapons inspections 
in Iraq. Saudi officials and 
diplomats said Sunday. 

The kingdom, a key U.S. 
ally in the Gulf, is still in 
favour of a diplomatic solu- 
tion. they said, but Iraqi 
intransigence in the face of 
international condemnation 
may push it towards a 
tougher stance. 

Unlike the crisis in Febru- 
ary over U.N. weapons 
inspectors' access to Iraqi 
presidential sites, when 
Saudi Arabia opposed mili- 
tary strikes, the kingdom 
could agree to military 
action this time around, 
diplomats said. 

“A resolution of the crisis 
is solely the responsibility 
of the Iraqi government, 
who must tdee into consid- 
eration the suffering of its 
people and keep it from 


new misfortune,” a senior 
Saudi official told AFP. 

Asked whether Saudi 
Arabia would support mili- 
tary strikes against Iraq, the 
official said: “For the 

moment, we are not solely 
discussing the military 
option but all options.” 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Al Faisal said 
during a visit to Cairo Sun- 
day that the Iraqi leadership 
of Evident Saddam Hus- 
sein was “fully responsi- 
ble” for the crisis. 

“Iraq must assume its 
responsibilities and go back 
on its decision to stop work 
with UNSCOM," the UN. 
Special Commission in 
charge of disarmament, he 
said. 

Asked if Saudi Arabia 
approved of a military 
strike, he said: “No doubt 
we prefer a diplomatic 
solution to the crisis. No- 
one has ill feelings against 
the Iraqi people, they are 


brothers and neighbours." 

The United States has 
said “all options" are open 
in deciding a response to 
Iraq’s decision to break off 
all cooperation with 
UNSCOM on Ocl 31. 
when it demanded the dis- 
missal of the U.N. disarma- 
ment chief Richard Butler 
and a lifting of foe eight- 
year U.N. embargo. 

Diplomats in FUyadh said 
Saudi officials told U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen during his tour of 
the region last week that 
they were “in favour of a 
diplomatic solution" to the 
crisis. 

The diplomats said Saudi 
Arabia was pressing for 
political pressure on Iraq so 
thiU it respects the accord 
signed with U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan in Feb- 
ruary that ended the stand- 
off over presidential sites. 

But U.S. military sources 
said the defence secretary 


received 'assurances from 
Gulf states that they would 
allow their bases to be used 
to support an eventual 
attack on Iraq by the U.S. 
Fifth Fleer. 

"Based on his meetings. 
Secretary Cohen is confi- 
dent that the U.S. will have 
the support it needs to take 
appropriate action to sup- 
port the U.N.," Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon 
said. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton warned Friday that U.S. 
forces in the Gulf are capa- 
ble of launching “swift, 
powerful strikes" against 
Iraq if necessary to force it 
to comply with all U.N. res- 
olutions. 

The United States has 
about 23,000 military per- 
sonnel in the Gulf. It also 
has one aircraft carrier, with 
10 F-14 Tomcats, 36 F/A- 
18 fighters and four E.A-6B 

(Continued on page 3) 


After presenting credentials to Regent: 

Ambassador stresses need to 
enhance Jordanian-Qatari ties 


AMMAN (J.T.I — Qatar’s 
new Ambassador to Jordan 
Sheikh Fahed Ben Jassem 
Ben Abdullah Al Thani said 
Sunday that his country is 
keen on maintaining and bol- 
stering its relations with Jor- 
dan and strengthening bilat- 
eral cooperation in all fields. 

Speaking to foe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, after 
presenting his credentials to 
HRH Crown E*rince Hassan, 
foe Regent, at I^hadan 
Palace, the ambassador said: 
“Qatar and Jordan mainuun 
strong brotherly ties which 
are being developed all the 
time for foe benefit of the 
people in the two countries." 

Expressing his delight over 
meeting tl^ Regent the 
ambassador conveyed to 
Prince Hassan greetings from 
Qatari Emir Sheikh Hamad 
Ben IChalifa Al Thani and his 
wishes for the speedy recov- 
eiy of His Majesty' King Hus- 


Guerrillas 

attack 

Israeli- 

allied 

militia 

RASHAYA (AP) — Guer- 
rillas fired mortars and rock- 
et-propelled grenades at 
Israeli-backed militiamen 
Sunday, provoking Israeli air 
and artiUeiy retaliation, 
security' officials said. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties from foe 
early morning fighting in the 
eastern sector of the Israeli- 
occupied buffer zone in 
south Lebanon, the officials 
said. 

Guerrilias attacked bar- 
racks of the South Lebanon 
Army militia at Kawkaba 
inside the occupied enclave. 
7 kilometers southwest of 
foe border town of Rashaya. 
There was no claim of 
responsibility for foe attack. 

Israeli helicopter gunships 
scrambled to action as foe 
guerrillas were withdrawing 
from the area under a bar- 
rage of artillery and tank fire 
from Israeli and militia posi- 
tions, according to the offi- 
cials. who spoke on custom- 
ary' condition of anonj'mity. 

At least 150 shells blast^ 
the area, foe officials added. 


sein and his safe return to 
Jordan. 

Describing Jordanian- 
Qatari relations as hi^oric. 
the envoy pledged to work 
towanJs advancing bilateral 
relations chat can withstand 
different circumstances and 
developments in the region. 

Commenting on the Jor- 
danian government's deci- 
sion to shut down the 
A mman offices of Al Jazirah 
satellite television last week, 
foe ambassador said the 
media in Qatar reflected foe 
official and popular anger at 
foe T.V. station’s handling of 
a recent talk show hosted by 
anchorman Faisal Qassem. 

During last Tuesday's pro- 
gramme Qassem and a pro- 
gramme guest, Mohammad 
Khalifeh. accused Jordan of 
conspiring with Israel since 
its foundation in 1948 against 
the Arab Nation and claimed 
that the Joedao Armed Forces 


BONN (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
described the Israeli gov- 
ernment as "unpredicufole” 
because Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu “says 
one thing and does anofo- 
er,” Mubarak said in an 
interview to be published in 
German daily Die Welt on 
Monday. 

“We are trying to build 
bridges, but with this Israeli 
government we see no 
prospects." Mubarak said 
of Egypt’s role in the Mid- 
dle E^t peace process. 

The Egyptian leader S£ud 
Netanyahu “might one day 
decide to break the peace 
treaty with Egypt." 

He also reiterated his sup- 
port for Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser ArafaL 

“What more can he do? 
Arafat has nothing more to 
give. If we are going to take 
the latest Israeli claims 
seriously. Arafat should 


had surrendered E^tiestinian 
land to the Israelis. * 

The envoy said the Qatari 
people's anger reflected the 
pnds foey hold for their 
country's strong ties wifo 
Jordan. 

Qatari newsp^rs. mainly 
Al Waton and Al Raya 
dailies, condemned Qassem's 
programme as a hostile cam- 
paign directed at Jordan and 
its leadership. 

The ambassador* said Qatar 
cannot tolerate any attend 
aimed at tampering w'ifo the 
strong and brotherly relations 
with Jordan. 

In addition to Shrikh Fahed 
Ben Jassem, two other newly 
appointed ambassadors to 
Jordan, Amin Amsa of 
Bangladesh and Ian William 
Russel of .Australia, present- 
ed their credentials to the 
Regent during separate cere- 
monies held at Raghadan 
F^alace. 


imprison his entire people." 
Mubarak said, referring to 
Israel's repealed demands 
for Arafat to take a tougher 
stance on anti-Israeli 
extremists. 

The Egyptian president 
added that no country is 
able to prevent extremists 
from carrying out the sui- 
cide attacks often used in 
the region. 

Under the Wye Plantation 
agreement signed between 
Palestinians and Israelis at 
the White House on OcL 
23, Israel is to hand over 
another 1 3 per cent of the 
W'est Bank to Palestinian 
rule in exchange for a 
Palestinian crackdown on 
anti-Israeli extremists. 

Mubarak stressed that 
rapid implementation of foe 
accord would help .Arafat, 
land ibai any delay would 
cost foe Palestinian leader 
support. 


Cyprus says Israeli 
spy suspects were 
not working for Israel 


Mubarak; Israeli 
government is 
‘unpredictable’ 


^Israel says it will go ahead with Abu Ghneim settlement 

I? Netanyahu government avoids setting date for approving deai 


' AVIV (AFP) — Israel 

Sunday it wiU go ahead 
^ .' ^thptatoinviieconstruc- 
Wds at a Jewish settle- 
Arab east Jerusalem 
has angered Palestini- 
avoided fixing 
. cabinet appnDv*^ of 

Prime Minister 
, -pi BeoyaiQiQ Netanyahu, who 
Sunday to convene 
. ^ lotting his cabinet 
. yet to apprwe the 

*^“ft»^securiiy agreement, 
1;,:: • tlie. . meeting 

■ i ‘^Jndcfinitejy — a move likely • 
- ^ paiiiameniary 

CB the accord, which 
. .. ’'I JJs - scheduled to begin 
\S;). ’’ednesd^, 

^ tffofee off 

" foe^igreeinent Fri- 

! p?'* ® bdmb attack by 

^estiniaa. miiitams in a 


arket left 24 
ded and killed 


need just after 
it would press 
onstruction at 
oeim in oam- 
ust Jerusalem, 
ousiiig Minis- 
jsh reiterated 
milding plans 
y. 

,on to press 
iting bids will 
the next few 
I told Israeli 

jiodox rainis- 
one of the 
es in govern- 
stael to move 
he Har Homa 
I ha.<; divided 
Netanyahu’s 
iiion to spark- 


ing intense anger among 
E^alestinians. 

Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon urged the cabinet to 
go ahead with the plan but 
was vetoed by Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak MordechaL 
who warned of an explosion 
of PalestiniaD violence if 
coostnictioo begins, the 
Haaretz newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

And while one Netanyahu 
spokesman stud Friday that 
Israel would begin inviting 
construction tenders imme- 
diately. a second spokesm^ 
denied foe statement later in 
the day. 

Israeli public radio report- 
ed after the conflicting state- 
ments that the government 
had already decided to be^ 
soliciting the tenders, but 
that word of the deci.sion was 


to have been kept secret until 
the cabinet approved the 
Wye lUver agreement. 

Still later Friday, the Israeli 
cabinet issued an ambiguous 
statement claiming that it 
would '\k’ork to strengthen 
Jerusalem, the capit^ of 
Israel." 

Jaba) Abu Cbneim sits in 
east Jerusalem, which Israel 
considers part of its “eternal 
capital" but where Palestini- 
ans want to establish the cap- 
ital of a future I^estinian 
state. 

The Match 1997 ground- 
breaking ceremony at foe 
site was foe trigger for a 19- 
moDtb deadlock in Israeii- 
I^estinian talks that ended 
with foe signing of the Wye 
Rh'er a^eemenL 

An aide to Palestinian 
leader Yasser .ArafaL Nabil 


Abu Rudeina. warned Friday 
that any construction at the 
site would be a “dangerous 
violation of the Wye agree- 
ment and will have danger- 
ous consequences." 

But Haaretz said 
Netanyahu remains commit- 
ted to calling for construc- 
tion bids a! the senJejtient “in 
foe near ftiture.” 

.MeanwhlJe Israeli troops 
arrested eight E^estinians in 
connection with Friday's 
Jerusalem bombing, military 
sources said. 

The eight were suspected 
of having links to the two 
bombers, both of whom 
were members of the mili- 
tant Palestinian group Islam- 
ic Jihad. 

Israeli radio reported that 
20 Islamic Jihad militants 
had been rounded up by 


Palestinian securit>' officials, 
who are also still holding 
some 200 members of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
menL Hamas, detained after 
last month's suicide bomb- 
ing that killed an Israeli sol- 
dier. 

Palestinian police released 
three Hamas leaders in the 
Gaza Scrip Sunday, and 
Palestinian Justice Minister 
Freih Abu Meddein told 
Israeli tele\'ision that all sus- 
pects who were determined 
not to be linked to anti- 
Israeli attacks u'ould be 
freed. 

The Wye River a^emeni 
calls for the I^estinians to 
enact tougher measures 
against anti-Israeli violence 
in exchange for Israel with- 
drawing ^m a further 13 
per cem of the West Bank. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
two Israelis arrested in 
Cyprus on suspicion of spy- 
ing were not working for 
Israel, the Cypriot govera- 
niem said Sunday. 

“From the Investigations 
to date, nothing has tran- 
spired to link this issue with 
the gONemnieni of Israel," 
the Cypriot Justice Min- 
isny said Sunday. 

There were no other 
details. A Cypriot police 
source, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, said 
the Israelis were suspected 
of spying on behalf of 
Turkey, which invaded and 
occupied the northern third 
of Cyprus in 1974. 

Cypriot police said the 
two men would be brought 
before a remand hearing 
Nov. 16. 

The two Israelis were 
arrested Saturday in a small 
community' of Ziyi near the 
southern coastal resort of 
Larnaca. Cypriot police 
said they found cameras, 
w'ireless instruments, tapes 
of conversations between 


police, radio scanners and 
maps in the apartment the 
two were renting. 

The two Israelis were vis- 
ited Saturday and Sunday 
by Israeli consulate offi- 
cials. 

Turkey has significamly 
increas^ military coopera- 
tion with Israel in the past 
two years. Israeli military 
analyst Ron Ben Yishai. 
w'ridng in the Vediot 
Ahronoth newspaper, sug- 
gested the arrests were 
meant as a w'aming to Israel 
not to cooperate with 
Turkey in any spy opera- 
tion. 

Some Israeli press reports 
speculated about whether 
the pair's presence had any- 
thing to do with Cj'prus' 
recent purchase of S-300 
anti-aircraft missiles from 
Russia. 

Cyprus fears Israel is 
training Turkish piloLs on 
how to bomb the missile 
batteries once they are 
installed. Cypriot President 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Algerian newspapers 
go to press after stand 
off with government 

‘Frend)-language B Watan prevented from publishing’ 


ALGIERS (AFP» — Three 
Algerian dailies appeared on 
newsstands here Sunday after 
a 24-day stand off between 
the ind^odenl press and 
authorides accused of trying 
to muzzle h. 

The French-Iangua^ 
dailies Libeite and Le Quod- 
dien d'Oran. and the Arab- 
tnn guny AI Khabaf, were all 
pubiisl^ Sunday. 

Houever stale-run printing 
companies refused to jHint a 
four^ El WatarL 

The prindng conqranies 
issued a 4S-h^ uldmahim 
on OcL 14 demanding that B 
Watan and Le Matin pay out- 
standing debts, or th(^ would 
refuse to print the newspa- 
pers. 

The papers pre-empted the 


move by suspending opera- 
tions. Ffve other dailies sus- 
pended publicadoD in solidar- 
ity: La Tribune. Le Soir d' AI- 
gerie. Liberie, Al Khabar and 
Le ^joddien d'OrarL 

Tte crisis was inidally 
depicted as a “commercial 
dispute" between newspapers 
and state-run printing conqia- 
nies. 

However, press directors 
said the dispute was polidcal 
and follow^ reveladons in 
the two newspKqjeis about 
leatfing political figures. 

‘The El Watan newspaper 
was prevented fnxn reappear- 
ing despite the fad that it 
sought to lift the commercial 
pretext by hcmouring its debts 
with three state prindng com- 
panies,** a statement from the 


newspaper said Surxlay. 

[n its etfitorial. Liberie said: 
‘The mask has slipped. 
Nadonal and iniemadonaJ 
public opinion has (ffoof dtat 
the suspenskm is polidcal." 

The ultimatum came short- 
ly after articles ^^?eared in 
the dailies athicking a close 
aide of President Liamine 
Zeroual. his adviser Moham- 
mad Beichine, accusing him 
of abuses of power. 

The papers also published 
accusadons by magistraies 
who claimed Jusdce Minister 
Mohammad Adami was 
putting pressure on them, as 
well as articles alle^g 
“excesses" in Adami's pri^'ate 
life. 

The rev elations led to the 
resignations of both men. 


MODEL OF BATTLEFIELD AT SCHOOL; Syrian students Sunday look at a model of an Israeli military po^in 
the Israeli ‘security zone* in south Lebanon. The post, Al Dabsheh, is one of several models on display at an em- 
bition by prxHiranian Lebanese HizboUah at Al Assad Library In Damascus. UizboUah frequently attack Al Ual>- 
sheh (AFP pfaotol 


Egypt pulls the 
plug on liberal 
call-in radio show 


CAIRO (AP) — R^io Csdio 
has pulled the plug on a popu- 
lar radio call-in show that 
enraged conservarves by 
addressing taboo tqncs such 
as rape, infidelity, incest and 
premarital sex. 

The show's hosL Buthayna 
KameL said oflSdals told her 
that they would no longer 
allow the bioadcast of “Noc- 
turnal Confessions." The show 
repeatedly was taken off die air 
in recent months. 

“It Ls time dial I mate my 
confesaons to my listeners 
that the programme was 
stopped against in>' wiU,** 
Kar^. a prcvninent televiskni 
anchor, said in a statement to 
the press. 

Kamel said she wasghenno 
reason for the show's cancella- 


tion, but added th^ in the past 
officials said they had nscened 
complairfls firm listenos. 

T appeal to the minister of 
information to intervene per- 
s(»ally and bring the show 
bock to hs fisteoeis,** she said. 

The last show was broadcast 
on Oct 30 and she was not 
allowed to go on the ^ Riday, 
she tcrid The Associated l^ess. 

Listeners call in to the week- 
ly programme to seek help 
about romance and family or 
social proUems. 

The programme has come 
under fire from Islamists who 
accuse it of chscenity. 

Even those of a less-reii- 
gkxis shade have been taken 
aback talk considered 
tawdry in Egypt's deqily con- 
servative soci^. 


Palestinian opposition vows to fight PLO Charter change 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The 
Palestinian oppositicxi vowed 
Sunday to fi^t the planned 
amendment of anti-Israeli 
clauses in the PLO Charter as 
called for by the Wye Rher 
agreement and denounced 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PN.A) for signing 
the deal. 

The charter cannot be mod- 
ified because it b "the back- 
bone of the PLO as well as 
the national unity'* of Pales- 
tinians. said Khaled Al 


Fahum. former head of the 
T^estine National Council, 
who led the meeting here of 
the 10 c^Tposition factions 
which advocate continued 
armed resistance to the Jew- 
ish state. 

'‘We must announce our 
rejection of the Wye River 
accord and the leaders who 
accepted it." said George 
Htd^ash. head of the largest 
secular opposition faction, 
the Popular Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine (PFLP). 


Annulment of the clauses 
means “aruiulment of the 
PLO and its replacement by 
Arafat's I^ilcstinian Authori- 
ty as the sole legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian 
people." said the secretary 
general of the rival E>emoCTa- 
tic From for the Liberation of 
Palestine fDFLP). Nayef 
Hawatmeh. 

He »:kied titat Palestinian 
opposition groups will hold 
two meetings to protest the 
move in the Gaza Strip 


Thursday and another in the 
West Bartk on Nov. 20, one 
day before the central com- 
mittee of the PLO is due to 
meet to vote on the annul- 
menL 

Cancelling the clauses, 
which call for the destruction 
of Israel, is “the latest step in 
Arafat's project to aruuhilate 
the PLO and its institutions, 
which in fact means an anni- 
hilation of the Palestinian 
people." said Ramadan 
Abdullah ShaJIah, head of the 


activist Islamic Jihad, which 
claimed Friday's bomb attack 
in west Jerusalem that 
wounded 24 Israelis. 

Israeli Prime Minis ter 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
repi»iedly refused to accept a 
1996 blanket amendment to 
the PLO Charter that had 
been accepted by Israel's pre- 
vious Labour government, 
and insisted that the Wye 
accord require the PLO to 
make specific changes to the 
text of the document 


Britain hopeful that Libya will agree to Lockerbie trial 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain is 
hopefijl that Libya will hand 
over die two Libyan .suspects 
for the LockertHe 'bomNng for 
trial in the Ncdberlands. British 
Foreign Secretary’ Robirr Code 
said in an interview Sunday. 

'I'm encouraged that the 
Libyans are seriously engaged 
in cur proposal." Cod; said 'in 


an interview published in The 
Sunday Times. ‘There ha.s 
been no grandstanding or wast- 
ingoftime." 

The foreign rrurrisier surd 
indicatioris were that- Libyan- 
leader Muammar Qadhufi 
wanted to break the dodlcck 
over the fate of Abdul Basset 
iMi Al Megrahi and Al Amin 


Khalifa Fhimah. 

The men arc wanted in con- 
neetkm w'idr (he 1988 bombing 
of a Rni Am ji^ over Lockerbie, 
Scudond iftai left 270 dead. 

Woshir^tMi and London 
agreed in August to have (he 
men tried in the Neiheriunds 
under Scottish law and with 
Scc^'ih judges, prompting the 


Security Council to vote 
unanimously to Lift sanctions 
against Ubja once the two rnen 
were hdnd^cwo^ to justice; 

Libya agreed in principle (o 
extratfile ihe men bin has since 
demanded “guarantees" on the 
fate of the suspects if they are 
found guilty, particularly that 
they be impnsoned in the 


Netherlands rather than being 
sent on to jail in the Unired 
States or Briciia 
Cook said this was the only 
remaining sticking-pewL but it 
was non-ni^otiable. Tf con- 
victed of offenses under Soot- 
tisb jurisdiction, ih^ will save 
time in a Scot^ prisoa'* be 
said. 


Kurd CO 
sever 
relatio 


mm 


warns 

Russia 


MOSCOW(AFF) — Tlday 
warned Russia on SundqffliM; 
(fiplomatic lelatioDs could be' 
seriously inqxdied or eyn' 
broken off ahogete if 
Moscow granted asyhim k) 
Kurefish rd^leadaAbdumb 
Ocalan. IhteEfaxjews a g p yy 
leporied 

Turidsh Ambassador d 
R us^ Nal» Seofioy told 
Inter&x that Moscow dmild 
stress again drat Ankara's 
“public enemy nntite oie* 
is not in Russia- and w3I be 
izzimedialBly extraefited if he 
does turn up CD Russan soiL 

"Moscow has no reasens 
for seriously compticatii^ 
Russian-lUti^ rdaions or 
teronnatiog them con^le^ 
for the sake of givmg as^ 
to such a petsonT Soosoy tdd 
the agency. 

He said he hoped 
would “realise bow 
the dedsioQ to give peditkd 

^leher to tins mm tW 
age bilatnal lelationsT 

Opalan a ppealed tO RuSSS 
last wedc for ptditical asyhim. 
azxl the Rusian patfiamett 
voted ovcrwhehitiDg^ in 
fiavcHir of calliEtg cm the Kiera- 
lin to approve the request 

But government mimsters 
have grven assurances iat 
Ocalan would not be alkicvcd 
to stay in Russia. 

Sensoy said due the. Stat^ 
Duma. lower boose of padja- 
meat's move was *^bsofuiE^ 
not in Une with' the asnai 
level of Tdations." 

‘Turkey and the Tudodi 
people do not desove suefa 
treatment and we hope that 
the Duma will leveoe its poB- 
tim dKstiy." Sensoy ssdd. 
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A leading multinational company in the field of manufacturing and marketing fast moWns 
conxumergoo^ (Fi\fCC) is looking for talented young personnel to help meet the challenges 
of its expanding business in Syria. The company offers compctiti\x remuneration packages, 
hai ti compnhensive training progratn and among other things, prvrides medical care insitranee. 

We are inviting suitable candidates for the position of: 


SALES MANAGER 


The L-jnJjiIjlc shnuld have a mulrinaiinnal undcrsiandin^ nf corponiie *iew\ny,nmi. He >hpu(4 
he .1 hnm leader and h«i:hl> in straicjjic planning, crisis mana^cmem. iippTjisjil and 

euuiise)Irn». and tmancial iippaviaiton. This per., in should have .i % isjnnars pcrspe^iixe uv,s 4 rUs 
and shi'uld he a icam builder. 

The eandidaic should .ilsii lisivc a cusinmer >cr\ ice mind-sci 
.ind .** rn 6 yc.ir\ experience in sales and marketmj. 

Inicrcsied candidates should lux iheir resumes in; 

PcrMwnel Dcpartmcni: Fax; IW»|.| j :iii) or .‘^.'5S 


Iran pleads for help in developing Caspian energy resources 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
Rireign Minister Kumul Khunizi 
pleaded Sunday for L'ooperation 
in and exportirtg oil 

aixl gas frivn the Ca^an Sea 
and criticised the United States 
lor patmoting unilateral 
exploitation of the reserves. 

"Wc do nee wont to see the 
Caspian os a »enc of trvaby. 
Regional cooperatioa rather, 
guarantees larong development 
und helps bring about Mubiliy 
and securitx'." Kftarati said in an 
addrev to on intonational con- 
I'cTcncc on Caspian oil unJ gas 
resources whirt opened here 
Saruiday. 

“Devek^iment cannot tc 
uchiev'ud on u tcmporaiy basts, 
on thinking about the interests of 
one or twx> govemmenis and to 


the dctiinx’nt of rxhenC* he 
warned. *W'c :Jiouk] wxrit for 
r^ipor&miues for all natioas 
without dlscriminaUMt und dou- 
ble-sstandard." 

U.S.-lcd iniematiortal consor- 
tiums have in the post years 
<3gjixl contiuiis witit the gov- 
cmnienf.s of ATcrbrajun. TUrk- 
mcnistrin and K.'izt^Man to 
devek^ their '“.M ofWxw wl 
and gxv resources. 

The (luce fonwer Soviet 
re^iNics havv shared the Cus*pi- 
an with Iran and Rus.*^ since the 
c^ilaI^e tti” the former Sovici 
Urwwin Wl. 

\^shinst<m has pressured the 
three cotmtrie^ in Central Asia 
and the Caucjisus to leave [ran 
out of (he deals as pan of tLs dri vv 
topuru.shihL* Islamk: republic for 


its anti'U.S. policies. 

Bui Khorazi warned of 
“potential tension in the Caspian 
region wtuch, if fanned, could 
affect the entire region as well as 
foreign companies investing in 
iL" 

He insisted on devising a sin- 
gle legal rcgiine lo govern 
exploitation of the sea's 
resourees. saying ‘it is of imme- 
diate political aixl .security 
importance." 

'’Vie do not accept two legal 
regimes. Only one tegunc 
siiould rule on the whole sea — 
whdlterit be its water, setdted or 
minerals" the minister warned, 
calling for an equal dbision of 
theCaspiaa 

The Druicd States has also 
tried to exclude Iran as a route 


for the export of hydrocarbons 
from the i^jon. although many 
experts agree that the Perrian 
country offers economicany 
viable access to the world mar- 
ket 

Kharazi warned against 
“poimeising' the choioe of 
export routes. caOiitg for "ded- 
sions ID be taken based on logic 
and economic justifications." 

“UnilaieralLsm is doomed to 
fail as it is contnny’ to the plans to 
develop the r^ion." be 

'This phenomenort pitxnoted 
by the United Stales as part of hs 
policy in the Caspian, should 
stop for the sake of ecoixmiic 
prasperiy for the i^ion and the 
world." Kharazi added. 

Three U.S. oil oun:^^arues — 
Conoca Mobil and Unocal — 


are among some 40 fbieig) 
ccanpomes whh le preseDtatws 
at the two-day sermnar, ciKpca- 
sored by Anglo-Duidi gsA 
Royal Duicfa-SbelL 
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thwart U.S. efforts to exdude it 
firan rE^mal energy deals. 

Kbarad said his couitty *% 
the iTX)StiiTTpoctantffld only log- 
ical transh pdtft for the eaqporK 
of Caspian dl and gas facraosc 
of its massive networks dioads, 
railroads and pipelmes and its 
numerous ports.** 

He said Iran already possesses 
pipelines whhm a 2004dloaKB 

distance fiom the Chqw 
allowing h to offer exporttible 
energy “cheap and easy seexsf' 
to tite Persim Gulf. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

TcL477yiU.l9 

PROGRAMME TWO 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


15:10 

Canoon — Batman 

15:.30 Drama — The Genic firwn 

Down Unvfcr 

16:00 

.....Drama — Nciehbotm 

16:30 

Doc. — Last Frontiers 

17d)0 

.French Prpgnsminc — Huiavxa 

18:00 

Drama - >Mnd at 

Mv Back 

I9HW 


I9:]5 

French Programme — 

ScicTTce .Aciudliicv 

19-JW 

News headlines 

19u35 

...CortJcdv — Tbeftiremfaood 

20riX) 

...Doc. ~ The Internet Cafe' 

20:30 


21:10 


22:00 


22l30. 

— F..\. - The Illusion 

23:59 

FjidofT V 

PRA\TR TIMES 

(M:35 .. 


05:54... 


11:19 .. 


14:19 *Ac- 

16:45 . 


18:04.. 

‘Lsha 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary Nszareeb Choi^ 
SwdfiefalTel. 5920740 
Assenblks God Churdi Td. 
46327S5 

SL Joseph Church Tcl. 4624590 
Tbira Sancta Qmrcb Tcl. 
4622.^^; 

.4ngBcan Church Tcl. 


4624853/462481 1. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 477 1 751. 

Aimnaxi Intemationai Church 
Tcl. 5865897 

Gennan-speakhig Evangdcal 
Coi^ifprtioa Tel. S6S8404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. .*iSl 1 295 
Chnrcfa of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints TeL 46549.^2 
SL John the Baptst at De la 
SaDe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Aimundation Td. 
4637440 

Gredc Orthodox Churdi Td. 
46461.38 

Churdi of Preseotatioa. Swd- 
fidi Tel. .*1920146 
The Uniate Cathofic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Englisb-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TcL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TcL 
462S052 

The Armmian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Armenian Qrtfiodax 
Chnrcfa TeL 477,5261 


VITEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment cf .Mcteomlogy 
There will be a gradual drop in 


tctnpniiuics with clouds appear- 
ing at low altitudes. Skies will he 
partly cloudy. scancmJ .xhowers 
ore expected in the northern pails 
of the Kingdom, and winds wxrsi- 
crly modeiaic to active. In Aqaba, 
it will be moderate, winds norther- 
ly modcrale, a.nd seas calm. 

Mio/Mau tonp. 

Amman. _..12/22 

Aqaba.. 181*28 

Deserts...... 10/24 

Jordan VaDey 16*27 

Ycscrda>’'s high icmpcrjlurcs: 
/Xinnun 26 Aqaba 30 Humidi- 
ty readings: Ammon per cenL 
Aqaba 59 pcrccnL 

Following ore the tcmpcraruivs 
expected loday in the following 
arca.s: 


AjkRiu 

OS/17 

Jerash 

13/22 

Um Qavs 

12/21 

Mnriaha 

ppi 

Petra 

18/27 

Dead Sea - 

19C7 


USEFIX 

TELEPHONE 

NL^IBERS 

NIGHT DLTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. IMnkhles.M3zahfa.....5l5/ril2 


Or. .Abdul Hadf Ta>yiiD....462un.^ 
Dr. tViMin HsivviiL.... „47jKy>.t 
Dr. HAim Haonnaii 5157776 

Firas Pharmacy 566I9I2 

Al Salam Pharmacy' ..46367.30 

Mayadah Pharmacy 5537iXU 

Rohn .AI Oawa Riarmacy _55.Viiiy> 
IRBTD: 

Dr. Latn.AIShibli M):i24i?>s 

Fou'ad Pharmacy ...,i(>2C75.tftn 
Z.ARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jj<haitim....(nuiaqj<7Q| 
PalesttRc Pharriiac}....(tNf.iX3.>62 

EMERGENCIES 

Fcxid Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Gvil Cb&vc IXpartn»ii 
_566!ll! 

Civil Dcfcnix' Immcdiaic Ro^-uc 

_.._.4fi.3U341 

Civil Defence Emergenev l‘>9 

Rcnaie Rilicv I9L -5621 M 1 .4637777 

Fire Brigade 46>7I0I 

Blond Bank 4775121 

Highway Pnlicv .....*L'4.t402 

Tnilllc Mice.. 489h39f» 

Public Security DcpL._...4(>3n.32I 

Hotel Complainis 5/ilJ58flri 

Price ComplainLs .A6f»I I?6 

\\iOT&.Scvvcr.^’cGun:pbni; 4)|974(i7 
,\mnun Municipality Complaints 

- 478711 1 

Telephone Informaliiin Idirccinry 

asviptaneci |2I 

Ovcircas CJli^ .OLC 

Ccntni] Amman Telqvhnne Repairs 


.4623101 

Abdiii Tel. Repairs .5661 Kll 

Jx^tdon Tdevisj .4773 i 1 1 

Radio Jcexbui ...........47741 i 1 

Water .Authority 5680100 

J- Ekxtrieily AiNhoriiy ...58I56I5 ^ 

Electric FAvwcr Co. ..46.^638 1 (02)275555 

RJ Right lnromiaiKm...44-S32IX) Roman Catholic HospiuU 

Queen AIri liel .Airpivi ....44-5.^3X) -..(02)272275 

Ihn Al NaTucs Hospital 


.(09)900560 

Ihn Sinu Hospital .109)986731 

At Hikma Modem Hospital 

409)990990 

IRBID; 

Princess Basma Hospital 


HOSPITALS 

AM5LVN; 

The '\rjh Cenov tor Hcan und Spe- 
s'ial .Surgery ...5921109 

IhelxIamk'.Ahili .5h66l3l/7 

HiEwcin Mnlicil Centre 5856856 

Lurmila .46,'M)|95 

Ktolkli Matamily .46M2SI/6 

Aktich .Maaonity .4W2441/2 

Jjhul .Amnmi kkaenuty- ,4642.V>2 

Malhov. 1. Amman „-l63fil40 

PjfesUrtc,Stmasani 3(iSKfl\ 

ShnMs.ire .....5WJ7431 

JmJ.m Hnspiuil J*ri07550 

I'mxenaiy Hinpiiul J»353444 

AI MtwxhcrHoxpiLi] .J56()7227A) 

AlAhR. .AlxWi IfrWb 

Julian. Al-Muhajiwn .4777101/3 

AI-BaJiit ..4775111/26 

Anny. Maria ....... 489ifil 1/15 

Queen Alia HrrfilaL 2)157100 

Anal Ho^ul JiW? 1 55 

.AI .Amal Ctnoir Cemrc ...535.31X10 

/AKQA: 

Zitr^aOuri. ITONH3325 

Nainvul Hoxpiutl 


.tnzi7 1 0 1 372. 1 02)7 1 03 1 0 1 

Rusory SLsiers Hospital 

(02)7102831,(02)7102011 

Spedalit)' Hnspiial ..(02)7103100 
AQABA: 

hinccss Haja Hmpiial (03)20141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

international 

AIRPORT 

This inionniin'un is supf^ied hv 
Boyal Jonhnian {RJl hformaiwn 
dqmvnrm at tik* Queen Alia 
Imenuitional Airport TeL 
l-kfl5l2UlL5. wltcrv it shotdd 
idiniYs /«r wrifitvL Information on 
mher flighu nm !*e .xupplinl on 
phone 44 tS270Ul InfurnkUion on 
Riixal Wings fiiglus cun Iv suf^ieJ 
tm phone 4105201.$ 

ARRIVALS 

Roynl Jordanian (RJ) ITigbii; 
07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 


08'.30 — .Danuscus (KI) 

08’35 Jedd^tEJ) 

08:50 .....Dubm. Abu DhaU (RJ) 

09:30 j'lew Delhi (RJ) 

lOriB .Beinit (RJ) 

16:20 —............Cant) (RJ) 

16^45 London (RJ) 

17:15 NcwYorlLAnisicrdajTKRJ) 

18:05 ....—.Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

20 JO ....Bangkok. Shariqah (RJ) 

00:15 ....Tel Aviv (odd) (RJ) 

03:00 ..Jakarta Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other ni^iLs 

08^20 Alexandria (BA) 

09JO Cairo (MS) 

I0H)0 .Khartoum (SD) 

13:20 Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 Doha(QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

I5:2S ...JXibai, Abu Dhabi (EK) 

..I.ttanbul (SD) 

^*■40 — ...Beirut (ME) 

Frankfurt (LK) 

22:25 — .TclAviv(LY) 

01:25 AmstenlamfKU 

0105 


0(kl5 Td Aviv (amvh^ at QAIA) ; 
(RW) 

•• i 

DEPARTURES 

Royal JordaniaD(RJ)l^fi^ ; 

06:30 Beiret(lU)' 

10:30 ...Jnankftirt. London (Rfi. 
12:0Q Amsreidain, Onrago 

12HB TCo uaitlRDi 

12:30 CniioIRi), 


'^7 Hass 
— : 

h, 

'.i.L tes 





opeiisTuesc 

■ - 

' U..-: 


inti 


TraJc O 

in a'OdiQo 

• Uiw \\ Of 


i fcaurv ,, mil- wwnnv 

20:15 BatoaiibDoted^,. 

20^4S AtuDbabKW)! ■ JjfL ^ 

21:15 — J4uscal;Dii«0lAi.-£ "1 g K 

21:20 Danoscus (W) ^ 

22--00 ^TelAvivfadfOfl®; .Ig*--'-.:-.. 

22:00 ^TchBii(RD 1.- 

22;45 S anaa fffl' 

'Mtr... '■-■fn.n t 

un:uu .— 

07i25 
09riB .... 
i0*jo .... 
llrilS 
14:10 
ISJO .... 

15-.35 
16:30 .. 
l&SO 
20 ri)0 — 


i 

-- .JsPQbiilfnO;- ‘‘■•'iifrj,. 

-_JWs(AF)l : Ih.. 

Xooikn(W)^; V He 



Invri 

II.* 

• LiTl! ici.. .. 


'•Vn " ' 


JW»(QR)r- 

,Khai«oum(OT; j 7 ;'^ l ^ 

3dnA(l^i-^ 


is.>ues,. 


-TdAwo^^i 

^ 02:25 AnBWdamO^i-^ %I 

Royal WiitBs(RW) 02.-45 Athens Can 

09:30 .Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) - • • JV-V h f'. 

07 d» Aqaba (fiom M«ka Aapo*J tr^ fir 


(RW) 

10:10 Aqaba (arriving at Marica 
Auponi (RW) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving a Maria 
Airpurt) (RW) 

10:50 Aqaba (arriving at Marica 

AuportHRW) 22d)0 .TH Aviv (fioin QAIA) 


(RW) ■ 4 P i 

0830 Aqi*. (600, »fato ^ 


(RW) 

22d» „TM AvwffiomOAIA)fll*! V I’rrSjui- ^ 


'"Nn. ■^4 wi. : 
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Jordan Times, Monday, November 9, 1998 




REGENT RECEIVES CREDENTIALS OF NEW ENVOYS: Two new envoys to Jordan* Australian Ambassador 
I Ian William Russel (L) and Bangladeshi Ambassador Amin Aznsa, present &eir credentials to the Regent daring 
separate ceremonies held Sunday at Raghadan Palace (Photos by Boghos) 

Minister, Petra staff sign letter to King 

‘King expected to address Parliament upon return’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Informa- 
tion Minister Nasser Judeh 
and staff of the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. Sunday 
signed a message of loyalty 
to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein on the occasion of his 
birthday. 

The document, prepared 
by the Jordan Society for 
International Culture and 
Peace, was signed by hun- 
dreds of thousands of citi- 
zens across the Kingdom. 


who expressed their grati- 
tude and wished the King a 
speedy recovery and safe 
return. 

The 250-metre-long by 
70-centimetre-wide letter is 
expected to be registered in 
Guiness Book of Records as 
the longest of its kind in the 
world. 

Meanwhile, the Cabinet 
on Saturday approved the 
programme of the main 
ocdvides of celebradons 


marking the King's birthday, 
which falls on Nov. 14. The 
major activities in Amman 
are scheduled to be held 
next Saturday at Sports City. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, will open the cere- 
mony, which include an 
Aimed Forces' military dis- 
play as well as air and folk- 
loric shows. More than 
25,000 citizens are expected 
to attend the celebration. 


Similar activities will be 
held in all goveroorates. 

Local newspapers report- 
ed that some officials said 
King Hussein, curn^tly 
being treated at the Mayo 
Clinic in the U.S., is expect- 
ed to return at the eiul of tills 
month. 

According to the sources, 
the King is expected to 
address Parliament in his 
Speech from the Throne on 
Nov. 30. 


/ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arar laid to rest 

AMMAN (J.T. I — The body of Ibnner Deputy ftime Minis- 
ter Suleiman Arar, who died Sanirday in Cairo at the age of 64, 
was laid to rest Sunday at Sahob Islamic Cemetery. Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hasson, the Regent, delegated the mil- 
itary ad\'isor to His Majesty King Hussein, Lieutenant Gener- 
al Hmeidi Fayez. to attend die hineral and offer condolences to 
the Arar family. Also attending the fimeral were Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawndu speakers and members of the Senate and 
the Lower House. Cabinet members and other prominent ciril 
and military persoimeL 

Offidal questioned over alleged vidations 

AMMAN ( J.TJ — The Amman prosecutor is quesnot^g the 
directorgeneral of the Natick Aid Fund over alleged finan- 
cial und administraiiv'e vioiatioas. Minister of Justice Jawdat 
Sboul said Sunday. Adel Sbameileh was referred to die Court 
of Fust Instance by Minister of Social Development Moham- 
mad Kheir Mamsor on Socurday. 'The minister used his 
authority to refer Shameildi to coun and subnutted documents 
that prove violtuions were committed," Sboul told the Jordan 
Tunes. He ssud "the investigation procedures will remain 
^ dosed to the pubUc until the prosecutor concludes his inquiry." 
^ Sboul added that the Council of Ministers, in its Saturday ses- 
sion, decided to suspend Shameileh fiom Ms woik until the 
investigation is completed. 

Murdered JVA o£Bdal laid to rest 

AMM^N (J.T.) — Minister of Water and Irrigation Hani 
Mulki on Sunday attended the funeral of Mohammad Habash- 
neh. the assistant to the secretary general of the Jordon Valley 
Auihoriiy, who was shot dead in hL office in the Jordan Wley 
on Satui^y. Mulki. who deputised for Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh k the tuneral in Hobashneh's hometown of Kat^ 
condemned the killing, saying that Justice ^^'ill cake its course. 
HabasMieh was reponedly sitting in Ms office in Deir Alla 
when Moha/Tunod Abed, a former JVA employee, walked in 
the office, drew u gun and shot him seveiM times. He (hen 
turned himself in to the police. The attacker had reportedly 
been sacked several months eariier and hod tried in vMn to 
return to work. 

Qadi meets with envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — Interior Minister Nayef Qadi on Sunday 
received Yemeni Ambassador to Jordan Hassan Lawzi fix' talks 
on means of enhancing bilateral relations in various fields. 
Qadi Mso met with Sudanese .Ambassador to Jordan Sayyed 
Jalaleddin Amin to review bilateral ties. 

Workshop on WTO opens Tuesday 

.AMMAN (Petra) — The Institute of Diplomacy on Tuesday 
u'ill host a woikshc^ on the Wbrid Trade Organisatioa Rep- 
reseniutives fiom the private sector in addition to a numb^ of 
goi errunent officials tviU lake pair in the workshop. 


What’s Going On 

'mMS^ 

i, *Therei«" at the French Cultural Centre. Jabal Amman 
6:30 p.m. and S:30 p.m 
I "The English Patient" at the Books # Caf^. Jabal Arnnian.! 
First Circle on Tuesday Nov. 9 at 8:30 p.m. (Tel. 4650457) 

LECTURE 

j"' "Astpolosy" ('in Arabic) by Imad Mujahed at the Friends o 
+ 1 . Archaeology Centre on Tuesday Nov. 10 at 6:30 p.ro. (Tele- 
fax 59.^0682), (The lecture discusses the moon’s impact on 
|our eveiy'day life and other relevant issues). 

EXHIBITIONS 

Paintings by Jorduniun orwt Mohomntad Abu Aziz at the 
i French Cultural Centre. Jabal .Amman, until Nov. 28. 

.A three-dimensional exMbidon on canvas by Susanna 
jCaldweil. Darleen Karpowicz. and Rawubi AbuGhazaleh 
jSiluui at the Jonian Arts and Crafts Centre (Artisana). Jabal 
Amman, off the second circle, until Nov. 10 (Telefax 
fl4647858). 

* Exhibition of works by Palestinian artist Kamal BouUata 
entitled "Homage to Jerusafem." on exhibition of p^tin^ 
by late Palestinian artist Zulfa A1 Sa'di, an exhibition by 
iPalestinian-American photographer Sa'id Nuseibah entitled 
|"The Farthest Masque" at Darat Al Funun. Jabal Wsibdeh, 
junriJ Nov. 12 (Tcl. 4643251/2). 


Traffic study advises 
new iegisiation, 
training institute 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 
extensive study on traffic 
problems in Jordan pre- 
pared by the PubUc Securi- 
ty Department has recom- 
mended the formulation of 
a new traffic law and new 
programmes on road safety 
as well as the establisfa- 
menc of a special trsdoing 
institute for traffic person- 
nel. 

The study noted that in 
1997 alone. 577 people 
were killed in road acci- 
dents, compared to 9.652 
kUled and 211,827 injured 
between 1975 and 1997. 

The general outUne of the 
study was published yes- 
terday after it was reviewed 
by the Cabinet at a regular 
session attended by HRH 
Prince Faisal. During the 
meeting. Prime - Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh said seri- 
ous action was urgently 
needed to deal wiffi the 
traffic problem due to the 
high number of people, 
mostly children, killed or 
injured in road accidents. 

The study, which includ- 
ed statistics on the number 
of people involved in acci- 
dents as well as their toU on 
society, the economy and 
the environment, conclud- 
ed that the increase in the 
number of vehicles in Jor- 
dan over the past two 
decades contributed to the 
increase in accidents and 
victims. 

According to the study, 
by the end of 1997 there 
were 599 taxi offices in 
Jordan operating 10.512 


taxis. 65 per cent of which 
serv^ the Amman area. In 
addition, 394 hotel cabs 
operated from 27 offices 
and 3,937 rental cars wei« 
affiUated with 311 offices. 

The smdy said that major 
problems facing the trans- 
port sector m Jordan 
include the lack of bus 
stops, low numbers of 
modern buses and fixed 
schedules. 

A study conducted last 
September by the PSD on 
ro^ accidents showed that 
advanced nations lose one 
dtizen in road accitfencs 
for every I0,(KX) vehicles, 
while Jordan loses 16 citi- 
zens annually for a similar 
number of vehicles. 

The study published Sun- 
day said a low level of 
coordination among 
departments concerned 

with public transport, the 
failure of present legisla- 
tion to reduce the number 
of trs^c accidents and tire 
lack of a single authority to 
issue regulations and moni- 
tor their implementation 
has exacerbate the situa- 
tion. 

It recommended th^ a 
unified authori^ be placed 
in charge of road safety and 
modem legislation be 
introduced to deal with 
traffic problems. 

The study noted that the 
PSD has prepared a s^ of 
recommendations in this 
respect in cooperation with 
a Swedish team and has 
sent it to the Prime Min- 
istry for approval. 


Economic, political upheavals 
strain social development 
capacity — Princess Basma 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — Economic and 
political upheavals around the 
worid have put a strain on ffie 
sttuctures of social develop- 
menCi a situation which 
led to increasing poverty and 
uQemployment, Her Royal 
Highnftw Princess Basma 
said Sunday. 

In lemails at (he opeimg 
session of a r^onal seminar 
entitled T^empective on 
Social Development: Three 
Years after the World Summit 
^ Social Deveic^menc.'* 
Princess Basina noi^ that 
e^jQomic growth has not 
necessarily tzanslated inu> 
hurnan development 

Ihincess Basma said exam- 
ples have confirmed that only 
(imitffd sectors of high- 
growth cate countries enjoy 
the benefits of prosperity. 
Hiis, she added, has cnraied a 
disparity between growth and 
development leading to hi^ 
er rates of povoQ( and unem- 
ployment 

Tlie Princess called for a 
balance based on solidarity 
and serial justice to guarantee 
equal t^ipommides fix* both 
men and women. She also 
emphasised the essential role 
of NGOs in social develop- 
ment 

Many NGOs in the Arab 
World have become integral 
parts of national efforts to 
work towards equality and 
social justice, improve the 
si^us oif women and strength- 
en civil society, said Sbaiia 
Nusseir, acting executive 
director of the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develcrpmeot 
(QAF). 

United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) 
Resident Repiesentative Iix*- 
geo Lissner added that the 
NGO communi^, govem- 
meat agencies. and 
international aid agencies 




\ 





HRH Princess Basina, Minister of Social Development Mohammad Kheir Mamsar 
and UI^P Resident Representative Jorgen Lissner at the seminar yesterday 
(Petra photo) 


must work together if pro- 
grammes targeting pover^ 
were to succeed 
hosier of Social Develop- 
ment Mc4iammad Kheir 
Mamsar stressed that social 
development, particularly the 
eradication of poverty, 
requires the combined efforts 
of NGOs. the govenunenL 
and the private sartor. 

‘*We want the private sector 
as a serious parlor... to date, 
the role of this sector in social 
development has not been [as 
effective] as it should. How- 
ever, steps are being taken 
now to integrate the [xivate 
sector inro social develop- 
ment and poverty allevia- 
tion," Mamsar said 
The senunar is ooc in a 
series organised by the 
IniematioiiM Council on. 
Social Welfare prior to a 


meeting of the UMted 
Nations General Assembly at 
the turn of the millennium to 
review the implementation of 
agreements reached at the 
l^S Copenh^en World 
Summit on Social Dev'elop- 
ment 

The aim of this two-day 
seminar is m review and pro- 
mote the implementation of 
agreements concerning the 
Arab and Islamic WcMid that 
w*ere made at ibe summiL 

‘We think that it is irapor- 
tani for less powei^ coun- 
tries to have their voices 
beard and their problems 
understood through seminars 
such as this, where views are 
expressed collectively." said 
the presideoL of the 
International Council on 
Soc^Wl#>re.Juliaftiysrtey...., maiL prograDfun^ emplcy?. 

Disney t(dd the Jbitism meni, and social ihtegniuoo. 


Tones that regitxial tbra .such 
as this seminar encourage 
NGOs and governments to 
work togeti)^ more ui the 
regional level. 

^ Plenary sessions will focus 
the 1995 summit’s main 
themes of poverty', unemploy- 
ment, and sociM exclu.sicffi. 
"Pmctical strategic for the 
implemeniaocm and promo- 
tion of the' ^ifunh's agree- 
ments will be deliberated at 
workshops follow ing the ses- 
sions," Munif Abu I&h. Q.AF 
director of social develoiv 
ment. told the Jordan Times. 

At the summit, delegates 
fi:om 186 countries agreed on 
a programme of actim which 
pr^minately eoramiued 
sianes to (he eradication of 
poverty through social adjust- 



RED Crescent PRESIDENT MEETS WITH DELEGATION: The president of the Jordan National Red Crescent 
Society, Mohammad Hadid, meets Sunday with a delegation r^resenting a hamanitarian aid club led by Dalai 
AbdoUah. Hadid briefed the delegation on the establishment of the society 50 years ago and its achievements. The 
delegation president presented a brieOi^ on the club's establiriunent in 1996 and its objectives in extendin g assis- 
tance to orphans, the elderly and the hiudicapped. The delegation members toured &e various sections of the 
society (Photo conrtesy of tbe Jordan National Red Crescent 


Iraq adheres to its stance’ banning U.N. inspections — Aziz 


(Continued bom page 1) 

The Security Council has 
said the ernb^o won't be 
lifted until U.N. inspectors 
certity that Iraq has eliminat- 
sd its weapons of moss 
destruction, as required by 
UJ4. resolutions that ended 
the 1991 (3ulf war over the 
Kuwait occupation. 


Earlier Sunday. Saleh said 
a possible Ama^an miU^ry 
st^ would be DO harder on 
the counoy than the sanc- 
ticxis. 

‘They will not kili in a mil- 
it^ stnke more than they are 
Mlluig with sanctions every 
day," Saleh told reporters 
during an appearance at a 
Baghdad tracte fair. 


The govemineoi has 
blamed tbe sanctions for 
shortages of food and meefi- 
dne as well as tbe deteriora- 
tion of its water, sewage and 
electricity systems. These 
problems, it says, has taken 
the lives of 1,5 million Iraqis 
over tbe past eight years, 
many of tb^ chOdien. 

"We are losing 4,^ cMl- 


dren per month — chat means 
nearly 60.000 per year," 
Saleh said. ‘T don't tMiik a 
niilitaiy strike would kill 
60,000 children os sanctions 
are killing now." 

Iraq's decision to halt 
inspections is aimed ai the 
Ui4. Special Commission. 
wMch is charged with elimi- 
nating Iraq’s biological and 


chemical weapons as well as 
loog-^ge missiles; 

Iraq has demanded that 
UNSCOM be restructured to 
include fewer American and 
British experts and tiiat its 
chairman, Anst raHag Richard 
Butler, be replaced. 

Iraq has long accused But- 
ler of woiking on b ehalf of 
the United States to prolong 


the sanctions as a way to 
undetmioe President Saddam 
Hussein. 

The Iraqi ban exempts 
monitors from tbe Vlenna- 
headquaitered International 
Atomic Energy Agency. On 
Sunday, two nuclear monitor- 
ing teams went into tbe field. 
U.N. officials said. 


S. Arabia does not rule out 
use of force to solve crisis 



(Continued from pagi 1) 

Prowler electronic warfare 
planes. In additiem, Pentagon 
officii say that &icy have 170 
U.S. cem^ aiicikt in the 
Gulf, about 250 sea-launched 
Tbiuabawk cruise missQes. 

One diplomat said the tough- 
ening of the Saudi position 
could be explained by die fact 
that Gulf states have “become 
tired of tbe repeated crises pro- 


-i 


yoked by the Iraqi reginie." 
Saudi officials in private com- 
plain that eve^ time Iraq sees 
Arab c^nnion move in hs 
lavour, B^rdad cakes advan- 
tage d* it to provoke another 
cri^. "Saddam Hussein, 
wh^tf he does it knowingly 
or not, acts against the iraerests 
of the Arabs in ^oeral and of 
Iraq in ynticular," Saudi Inte- 
rior l^iace Na>^ Ben 

Abdul Aziz sMd Saturday. 


Cyprus says Israeli spy suspects 
were not working for Israel 


(Continued from page 1) 

Glafcos CIeri(Je$ reaffirmed 
Saturday that his govern- 
ment would go ah^ and 
dqploy the anti-aircraft mis- 
siles. 

Rafi Eiian, a former 
Mossad operator, speculat- 
ed that the two suspects 
might have been hired by a 
private Tbxkisb outfit 
Israel TV said the two 


men arrived three weeks 
during a military trMn- 
ing exercise in the area. 

Relations between 

Cyprus and' Israel have 
chilled in recent months as 
Israel conducted joint mili- 
tary manoeuvres with 
Turkey as part of their 19^ 
defence pact Israel has 
repeatedly insisted that its 
ties with Turkey are not 
directed against any other 


counlries in the region. 

Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman had almost suc- 
ceeded in patching up rela- 
tions with Cyprus with a 
three-day visit to the island 
last week. 

Cypriot Ambassador to 
Israel Euripides Evriades 
told Israel's Channel Two 
TV that he hoped tbe inci- 
dent would not harm rela- 
tions between the two 


countries. 

"We want to look at this 
dirougfa the prism of the 
good relations we have 
with Israel because ... we 
treasure these relations," 
Evriades said. 

During the 1970s and 
1980s, Cypns was widely 
used as a regional listening 
post by intelligence agents 
from various regional pow- 
ers. 
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Death for killers of 
Bangladesh’s Mujib 


DHAKA fRl — A 
Bangladesh court Sunday 
sentenced 15 former army 
officers to death by firing 
squad for killing the coun- 
try's founding father 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in 
a 1975 coup, court officials 
said. 

Judge Kazi Golam Rasul 
of the Dhaka District and 
Session Judges* Court 
announced the long-await- 
ed verdict in a trial that 
started in July 1997. Four 
accused were acquitted. 

“They deserve no irtprcy 
the judge said while read- 
ing out his 171-page judge- 
raent to a packed court 

“Justice has prevailed at 
long last** said Ziliur 
Rahman, general secret^ 
of Awami League, which 
was founded by Mujib and 
now led by his daughter 
Sheikh Hasina. 

Only five of ±e accused 
were in court The others, 
still at latge. were tried in 
absentia. 

It was the first time in the 
nadon's history chat leaders 
of a military coup were 
tried in a civilian court 

“They have not only shot 
and killed the then presi- 
dent Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman and his 


family but have shown arro- 
gance after the killings. 
They should be executed 
publicly,’* Rasul said. 

Khan Saifur Rahman, the 
lawyer of Faruqur Rahman, 
one of those sentenced, told 
reporters he would appeal 
against the judgement in a 
higher court. 

“A common court cannot 
order public execution by a 
firing squad,*’ he said. 

R ahm an declined to com- 
ment. But another convict, 
Mohiuddin Ahmad, said: 
‘it's ail up to the will of 
Allah. I am innocent and I 
am going to appeal.** Rasul 
said four odier accused 
including former informa- 
tion minister Taheruddin 
Thakur had been acquitted 
of their charges. 

Barrister Nazmul Huda. a 
leader of main opposition 
Bangladesh Nationalist ' 
Party (BNP) headed by for- 
mer Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia. said: “The 
first ever public execution 
by a firing squad may trig- 
ger a debate in the country. 

It may be an attempt by 
the government to divert 
attention from more press- 
ing issues.** Thousands of 
Mujib followers marched to 
Mujib's house in the cit>'‘s 


Dhanmandi area and 
offered flowers at his por- 
trait. 

A tearful Hasina also 
went to her father's house 
and confined herself for 
some time in a room where 
she lived as a child, 
reporters at the scene said. 

Later Hasina said in a 
statement: “The trial of the 
killers of the father of the 
nation in a civil court has 
proved ±at the judiciary of 
the country enjoys full free- 
dom.” 

“The outcome of the trial 
is the victory of the people 
Of Bangladesh who have 
proved once again that they 
nev’er accept any injustim 
and wrong-doing.” Mujib's 
Awami League regained 
^wer in the June 1996 
elections by defeating the 
BNP. 

Hasina’s government has 
accused the BNP of trying 
to protect the killers of 
Mujib. 

The BNP and its allies, 
who have branded Hasina's 
government as “undemoc- 
ratic and repressive”, have 
called for a 48-hour nation- 
wide strike starting 
Monday in their latest 
attempt to shake Hasina's 
rule. 


Italian defence minister urges 
honour for WWI mutineers 


ROME (AFP) — Italian 
Defence Minister Carlo 
Scognamiglio said Sunday 
his country should honour 
the memory of its World 
War I soldiers “unjustly" 
accused of cowardice. 

Scognamiglio said Italy 
should follow France’s 
example and lift the taboo 
on discussing those who 
refused to fight in some of 
the war’s blo^est battles. 

‘1 agree entirely with 
(French Prune Minister) 
Lionel Jospin and 1 believe 
that we must also decide to 
tell the truth publicly.** he 
said. 

Scognamiglio said hun- 
dreds of thousands of men 
were “butchered” as a result 
of “devastating strategic 
errors*’ under Italy's then 
commander of military 
operations General Luigi 
C^doma, defeated at 
O^retto in 1917. 

“How can we not be on 
the side of those who tried 
to escape a pointless, stupid 


death?” Scognamiglio said. 

“I think those poor sol- 
diers who were shot by our 
execution squads were no 
less heroic dian those who 
died in combat,” he said. 

Some 200,(X)0 Italian sol- 
diers were condemned for 
desertion, abandoning their 
posts, mutiny and indlsci- 

? Une during the war and 
SO were executed, accord- 
ing to the Turin .daily La 
Stampa. 

Scognamiglio said the sol- 
diers had been unjustly 
accused of cowardice and 
said: T think we should lift 
' this taboo and restore their 
honour.” 

Jqspin *rhursday broke the 
longstanding taboo in 
France by rehabilitating sol- 
diers who- refused to fight 
during a disastrous offen- 
sive against the Germans In 
the final stages of World 
WarL 

Between 30.0(X) and 
40,000 French soldiers 
mutinied in 1917 over being 


sent to the slaughter in the 
battle of “Ch?min des 
Dames” in eastern France, 
where around 170,000 
French soldiers were lost 

At a ceremony ahead of 
the 80th anniversary of the 
World War I armistice on 
Nov. 11, Jospin rehabilitat- 
ed the memory of the mnU- 
neers. 49 of whom were 
shot while many others 
.were. sentenced to forced 
labour. 

“Some of these soldiers, 
exhausted by futile offen- 
sives over blood-soaked 
mud ... were shot by firing 
squad as an example. Let 
them retum fully to our 
national collective memo- 
ry,” he said. 

His gesture, however, 
upset some French right- 
wingers. 

Meanwhile, in Britain 306 
soldiers executed for deser- 
tion or cowardice during 
Worid War I were remem- 
bered at a public ceremony 
Saturday. 


Ban Communists now, 
says Russian tycoon 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russia's Communist 
Party should be banned 
inunediately as it is con- 
tributing to the break-up 
of Russia, billionaire 
businessmen and influ- 
ential power-broker 
Boris Berezovsky said 
Sunday. 

A day after the 81st 
anniversary of the 
Bolshevik revolution. 
Berezovsky said the 
Communists themselves 
had been responsible for 
the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, and were 
sowing the same kind of 
division which would 
lead Russia to disinte- 
grate as well. 

“The Communist Party 
in Russia should be 
rapidly banned.” 

Berezovsky was quoted 
as saying in an interview 
with the Interfax news 
agency. 

He said that just as the 
Communists had has- 
tened the collapse of the 
Soviet Union by foster- 
ing nationalist move- 
ments in the former 
republics, “now the 
Communists are now 
leading us towards the 
break-up of the Russian 
Federation with their 
national insinuation.” 

Russia's Communist 
Party was banned in 
1991 after the coup 
attempt against then 


Soviet president Mikhail 
Gorbachev, only to be 
allowed to reform a year 
later. 

In the run-up to this 
year's revolution 

anniversary, the party 
provoked political out- 
rage by rallying behind 
renowned nationalist 
and anti-Semite Albert 
Msdcashov and voting 
down a parliamentary 
bill to censure the 
deputy's rabid anti- 
Jewish outbursts. 

Communists spoke out 
at Saturday’s revolution 
day rally in support of 
Makashov, a Communist 
Party deputy in the State 
Duma lower house of 
parliament. 

“With their solidarity 
for Makashov at the 
Nov. 7 meeting in 
Moscow. the 

Communists put them- 
selves outside the laws 
of the civilised world, 
outside the laws of 
Russia," Berezovsky 
was quoted as saying. 

Berezovsky is one of 
Russia’s so-called “oli- 
garchs.” a group of 
tycoons who amassed 
huge fortunes out of 
Russia's clique capital- 
ism and wield huge 
influence in the 
Kremlin. 

His sentiments were 
echoed by former liberal 
premier Yegor Gaidar. 


who said that the 
Communists had to be 
banned as “they are 
transforming themselves 
not into a social-democ- 
ratic party but a Nazi 
party, as testified by the 
way the party's Duma 
faction rallied behind 
the anti-Semitic animal 
Albert Makashov.” 

Gaidu expressed his 
opinions, carried by RIA 
Novosli, at a requiem for 
victims of the revolution 
Saturday evening. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
for his part said Russia 
is under no threat ftom 
the Communists. 

For all their bluster 
and anti-goventment 
virulence. the 

Communists were now 
nothing but a distant rel- 
ative of the Bolsheviks 
who overthrew the pro- 
visional government in 
October 1917, he said 
Saturday. 

“In the Communist 
programme, they talk 
about democracy, pri- 
vate ownership, free 
enterprise and the finan- 
cial markets,” said 
Yeltsin in a pre-recorded 
address from a Black 
Sea retreat, where he is 
recovering from nervous 
exhaustion. 

“It is no longer a ques- 
tion of proletariat hege- 
mony and world revolu- 
tion." 



Pro-independence FLNKS leader Rock Wamytan casts his ballot near Noomea, New 
Caledonia. New Caledonians have voted by a wide maigin in a r^erendnm to pnt 
their nickel-rich Pacific island on the road to autonomy from France (Renters photo) 

New Caledonia approves 
autonomy from France 


NOUMEA (R) — New 
d^ledonians have voted 
by a wide margin to put 
their nickel-rich Pacific 
island on the road, to 
autonomy France, 

officials in the capital 
Noumea and in the 
French capital Paris 
announced Sunday. 

“I am delighted that the 
population of New 
Caledonia has chosen the 
path of consensus and 
responsibility in piepar- 
ing for its future,” French 
P^sidem Jacques Chirac 
ssud in a statement issued 
by his Elys^e presidential 
palace. welcoming 
approval of the referen- 
dum question. 

According to unofficial 
final results, the approval 
vote was 71.9 per cent 
versus 28.1 per cent 
opposed, with more than 
74 per cent of the territo- 
ry's I06,(X)0 registered 
voters participating. 

At st^e for voters was 
approval of an agreement 
reached last year with 
Paris that would allow 
the territory to assume 
gradually increasing free- 
dom over the next IS 
years. 

While leaving open the 
question of the territory's 
final status, it provides 
for a second referendum 
to be held on self-deter- 
mination at the end of the 
IS-year period. 

*rhe agreement was 


reached in May between 
France, New Caledonia's 
FLNKS separatist move- 
ment and the island’s 
anti-independence RTCR 
political party. 

French Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin, who bad 
urged approval, said in a 
statement that Sunday's 
vote would enable New 
Caledonians “a freer 
exercise of their- respon- 
sibiUties to better anirm 
their identity, develop 
and diversify their econo- 
my”. 

New Caledonia lies 
about 1.900 km east of 
Australia and is the 
world's third largest pro- 
ducer of nickel. 

It has about 197,000 
residents. 

The first Western visi- 
tor to New Caledonia was 
actually an Englishman, 
James Coinen, in 1774. It 
ended up in French hands 
in 1853 after the mas- 
sacre of 12 French sailors 
by local inhabitants 
prompted Tahiti-based 
Rear Admiral Febvrier- 
Despointes to sail there 
and claim it for Paris. 

It is part of a dwindling 
French colonial empire 
that once spanned much 
of the world 

France's overseas terri- 
tories now include just a 
handful of island groups 
around the globe includ- 
ing. in addition to New 
C^edonia. the Wallis and 


Futuna French 

Polynesian island groups 
in ±e South Pacific, Ae 
islands of Mayotte and 
St. Pierre-et-Miquelon 
off the eastern coast of 
Canada and a group of 
Antarctic islands. 

Talks on New 
Caledonia's fiitiire began 
in 1988, following years 
. of clashes^wjth .seoa- 
cai^^ ’i^Tudiiig' " tiid 


two French soldiers were 
kiUed. 

Kanaks, or native 
■ Melanesians, make up 45 
per cent of the island 
population and generally 
back the separatist 
FLNKS. wlule 

Caldoches, descendants 
of European settlers who 
back the RPCR, consti- 
tute 35 per cent. 

*rhe rest of the popula- 
tion consists primarily of 
people of Polynesian, 
Chinese and >^etnamese 
origin who generally side 
with the Europeans. 

The- island is currently 
going through tough 
times with nickel .prices 
tumbling due to competi- 
tion from Russia, rising 
local mining costs and 
the Asian economic cri- 
sis, which has damped 
demand from |Japan, the 
principal buyer of New 
Caledonian nickel. 


U.S. journalist who 
interviewed Pol Pot 
receives $20,000 award 


CAMBRIDGE, 
Massachusetts (APj — 
Nate *Thayer, an 
American reporter who 
became the first Western 
journalist in nearly two 
decades to interview the 
elusive ^mer Rouge 
leader Pol Pot, was 
awarded S20.000 by an 
investigative research 
organisation Saturday. 

Thayer, a South East 
Asia correspondent for 
the Hong Kong-based 
Far Eastern Economic 
Review, was given the • 
award for outstanding 
imemaiional investiga- 
tive reporting during the 
inaugural conference of 
the International 

Consortium of 

Investigative Journalists, 
held at Harvard 
University. 

The consortium’s five- 
judge panel said Thayer 


had “illuminated a page 
of history that would 
have been lost to the 
world had he not spent 
years in the Cambodian 
jungle.” 

During the mid-1970s, 
Pol Pot orchestrated one 
of the bloodiest revolu- 
tions in modern times. 
As many as 2 million 
Cambodians died of siar- 
vation. execution and 
disease in Khmer Rouge 
communes. Since then, 
the Khmer Rouge has 
operated as a guerrilla 
army operating mostly 
from northern 

Cambodia. 

In July 1997, Thayer, 
38, a former Associated 
Press reporter, witnessed 
the former ruler's show 
trial, carried out by iJte 
guerrillas he bad led for 
three decades. 

Thayer later inter- 


viewed Pol Pot — 
deposed as head of the 
movement and placed 
under bouse arrest — in 
a Khmer Rouge jungle 
stron^old. Video of die 
interview provided the 
first in^es in decades 
of the ailmg, grey-haired 
Pol Pot, who died in 
April at 73. 

Thayer is the first 
recipient of the $20,(XX) 
prize, awarded by the 
ICIJ. The ICIJ is part of 
the Washington-based 
Centre for Public 
Integrity, a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan investigative 
research organisation. 

“I've won a number of 
awards this year, but this 
was really special to be 
here with colleagues 
who have risked meir 
lives all over the world,” 
said Thayer. “It's really 
humbling." 



British press hunts royal teii-taie 

LONDON (AFP) — Britain’s press was asking 
who told tales Sunday in the w^e of a row over 
whether Prince Charles said he would be pleased 
to see bis mother. Queen Elizabeth, abdicate so be 
could become king. The prince's deputy private 
secretary, Mark BoUand, was at the centre of the 
row after he was accused of telling a television 
documentary team that Charles would be *"privale- 
ly delighted” if the queen stepped down, according 
to the Sunday Telegraph. Close friends of Bolland 
have strongly denied the charge, .the newspaper 
smd, “The (Jueen and Charles at war,” said the 
tabloid Sun^y People, while its rival Express 
Sunday said: ‘The Queen and Charies kiss and 
make up.” Thie People published photographs of 
two men and two women, friends or advisers to the 
prince, who it said were chief “suspects” in the 
leak inquiry- “If the Prince really wants to improve 
his public image, he should stop blaming every- 
body else for his problems and look at where those 
problems are coming from. He must bring his trou- 
blesome courtiers under control,” said the weekly. 
The allegations were made in a London Weekend 
Television documentary to be broadcast later 
Sunday to mark Charles* 50th birthday next 
Saturday. Xn a strongly-worded statement, Charles 
Friday dismissed the claims as “outrageous and 
hurtfiil” and “ludicrous”. 

Venezuelans cast ballots 
in key pre-presidential vote 

CARACAS (AFP) — Venezuelans went to the 
polls in key legislative and state elections Sunday, 
in a vote seen as decisive for forming a coalition 
i^ead of a crucial presidential contest in 
December. Polls opened here for le gis lative and 
regional elections at 6 a.m. (KXK) GMIO. ^d were 
to remain open until 8 p.m. (1600 GMT). Some 1 1 
million voters were efigible to elect 48 senators 
and 189 deputies to congress, as well as 23 state 
governors and hundreds of state legislators. The 
vote was to determine the balance of power among 
political parties vying to influence the highly 
charged presidendd election set for Dec. 6. The 
leadmg presidential candidate for the December 
election is Hugo Chavez, a former lieutenant 
colonel who led a bloody military coup attempt in 
1992. Results of the Sunday vote could define an 
“anti-Chavez” alliance among the remaining pres- 
idential candidates, analysts said. Also Sunday, for 
the first time a new law required political parties to ' 
ensure that 30 per cent of the candidates they field 
were women. It would also be the first time voting 
is administered by a reformed National Elections 
Council and a new, automated balloting system 
touted as “anti-fraud” by its promoters. Voters 
were also to elect 12 members of the regional 
Latin American parliament and five members of 
the Andean parliament. More than 70,000 soldiers 
had fanned, out around ^che country to. 

‘^e poUmg s&tiobs were safe, officims. reported 

Pinocliefs belief in Brifaitn 'shaken’ 

LONDON (UPI) — Former Chilean dictator Gen. 
Augusto Pinochet says his arrest has shaken his 
belief iik Britain. In a statement issued to several 
British news organisations, Pinochet said he would 
fight the extradition request sought by Spain or 
charges of genocide, terrorism and torture com-^' 
nutted during his reign in Chile. He said: “A show 
trial in Spain, a foreign land, is not justice. It is 
certainly not British justice. My fellow citizens 
have come to tenns with our nation’s past. They 
are my true judges.” Pinochet was arrested Oct. 1 6 
after a Spanish judge requested his extradition to 
Spain to stand trial for human rights abuses com- 
mitted in Ch'ile during rule. The 82-year-old was in 
Britain for back surgery and is being held under 
guard at a private clime in north London where he 
IS recovering. Britain's House of Lxrrds is set to 
resume heanng evidence Monday on an appeal of 
a British High Court ruling that hrs arrest was ille- 
gal because Pinochet has sovereign immunity as a 
former head of state. In -Pinochet's statement, the 
general gave a lengthy account of Chile’s recent 
history and said Spain was ignoring its own. past 
by guesting his extradition. He said: “Spain left 
behind the Franco years with no recrimmations. 
That .is because the Spanish people were, deter- 
mined to reconcile themselves with their past, 
despite the ravages of the civil war. Why do they' i; 
now wish to force us. to do differently?” Although > 
Pinochet said “I wish thin gs could have been d^ | 
ferent”, in the 1973 coup in which he took power, 
he said: “I am at peace with myself, ahd with the 
Chilean people, about what happened. I am clear 
in my mind that the return to Chile of true democ- 
racy... could not have been achieved without the 
removal of the Marxist government.” 

Spain's 'Open Your Eyes’ wjns 
Tokyo film fest grand prix 

TOI^O (AFP) — “Open Your Eyes ” a Spanish 
movie directed by Alejandro Amenabar, won the 
grand prize at the 11th Tokyo International Film 
Festival here Sunday. The movie — portraying a 
young man’s struggle after his good looks, which 
helped him lead a charmed life, are destroyed by 
an accident — was selected from the 17 finalists^ 
out of 513 entries from 45 countries. The special • 
jury prize went to “Leaf on a Pillow,” an 
Indonesian film directed by Garin Nugroho, which 
depicts^ a tragedy surrounding homeless c^dren. 
Britain’s Guy Ritchie won best director for “Lock, 
Stock and Two Smoking Barrels** in the nine-day 
film festival, which started as a biennial event in 
1985 and has been held annually since 1991. 
Japan's Maki Miyamoto grabbed the best actress 
award for her role in “TTie Geisha House” and 
Brad Renfiro of the United States lifted the best 
actor_ award for his role in “Apt Pupil.” The best 
artistic contribution award was shared by two 
films, “The Red Violin,” a Canadian entry directed 
by Fr^cois Girard, and “Smoke Signals,” a U.S. 
film directed by Chris Eyre. The gold and silver 
prizes, reserved for films by directors with three or 
fewer 35-millimetFe films to their credit, were 
awarded to South Korean and Turkish movies. 
Spring in my Hometown,” directed by Lee 
Kwang Mo, won the gold prize while the silver 
prize went to “The Small Town,** directed by Nuri 
Bilge Ceylan. 
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John Glenn exuberant upon return, but weak 



Discovery astronauts (left to right) Steve Robinson, John Glenn, Pilot Steve Lindsey and Commander Curt Broun examine the exterior of the 
orbiter after returning to Kennedy Space Centre. The orbiter carried a crew of seven, including Glenn, who is on his second mission into space, 
having first flown on the Friendship 7 Mercury Programme orbital flight on February 20, 1962 (Reuters photo) 


Journalists meet 
on press freedom 
in South East Asia 


- CAPE CANAVERAL, 

Florida (AP) — John 

GleoD returned to 
Earth Saturday as 
' i. exuberant as when he 
set oat on his historic 
rocket ride, a journey 
of nearly 6.4 million 
7: ' kilometres that took 
him four decades to 
achieve. 

Five minutes after 
-V space shuttle 

Discovery safely 

touched down, Glenn 
■• I called out that he felt 
II, fine. 

“This is PS2,” the 
77 -year-old U.S. sena- 
tor said, referring to 
his statas as payload 
... specialist No. 2. ** I’m 
better known to a lot 
of yon as John, and I 
want to reprise a 
-i b; statement that 1 made 
a long, long time ago, 
except this time it is: 
6ne-g and I feel fine.” 
ts When it came time to 
stand up and walk, 
however, the world’s 
oldest space traveller 
was visibly weak — 
[! . j T the unsurprising 
. result of nine days of 
i weightlessness. 

, Holding on to both 
banisters, Glenn 
: V moved slowly and 
■ '■[' stiffly as he emerged 
. ■■ from* an airport>style 
' - people-mover that 
b.. haa been hooked up 
to the shuttle. He 
y joined his six crew- 
mates in the tradi- 
' .t tioBal walk around 
.'.it the shuttle, then was 
whisked to a space 
centre clinic for a 
series of medical 
V‘.‘ tests.’ 

:'t ' Tbe.testing was tak- 


ing so long and the 
hour getting so late 
that NASA cancelled 
an evening news con- 


ference with the crew. 

NASA officials 
insisted it bad noth- 
ing to do with Glenn^s 


health, that he was 
merely tired and 
would meet with 
reporters Sunday 


morning. 

Once the checkups 
were over. Glenn got a 
congratulatory call 


from President Bill 
Clinton. The two men 
chatted privately for 
10 minutes. 


BANGKOK I AFP) — 
South East Asian journal- 
ists launched a new 
regional alliance here 
Sunday to fight for press 
freedom and to monitor 
attacks on reporters. 

The South East Asian 
Press Alliance (SEAPA) 
will set up a secretariat in 
Bangkok next year to urge 
governments to overturn 
repressive media laws and 
monitor attacks on jour- 
nalists, a statement said. 

"This a landmark devel- 
opment in -the history of 
the Southeast Asian 
press." said Kavi 
Chongkittavorn. executive 
editor of Bangkok's The 
Nation newspaper. 

"We journalists have to 
be able to defend our- 
selves and help our .Asian 
colleagues." Kavi said. 

Delegates from indepen- 
dent journalist associa- 
tions in the Philippines, 
Indonesia and Thailand 
will steer the SEAPA. 
formed during a weekend 
seminar here on press 
freedom in South East 
Asia organised by the 
Reporters' Association of 
Thailand. 

Thai Foreign Minister 
Surin Pitsuwan told the 
forum Saturday press free- 
dom was vital to ensuring 
reform and openness in 
the public and private sec- 
tors. 

"Freedom is indivisible. 
Ii is all or none." Surin 


said. 

“It is therefore the 
responsibility of each 
member of society not 
only to safeguard the free- 
dom of the press but also 
to ensure the safet\' of its 
practitioners." he said. 

The outspoken Thai for- 
eign minister told the 
fonjm his government was 
planning to set up a new 
human rights commission 
under the constitution and 
was pushing for the estab- 
lishment of a similar body 
within the Association of 
South East Asian Nation 
(ASEAN). 

But Surin warned of a 
"long uphill journey for all 
of us." 

“It will have to be slow 
in order to keep the con- 
sensual way" of ASEAN, 
he added, stressing the 
regional grouping was not 
“a single-issue constituen- 
cy." 

“Press freedom, while 
representing a basic 
human righL is probably 
not universally accepted 
(in this region) because 
transparency and openness 
run counter to vested 
interests." Surin said. 

• JoumalisLs groups have 
frequently voiced anxiety 
about press freedom in 
Asia. Paris-based 

Reporters Sans Frontiercs 
recently expressed con- 
cern about the climate for 
joumalisLs covering 

MalavMu's political crisis. 
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Unacceptable 

behaviour 

YUGOSLAVIA'S DECISION to deny 
top-level U.N. war crimes investigators 
access to the province of Kosovo to gath- 
er evidence of alleged Serb atrocities on 
the pretext that the conflict is an inter- 
nal affair is absurd but equally unlaw- 
ful. The entire thrust of humanitarian 
law is to bring human rights violations, 
crimes against humanity, war crimes 
and genocide, even if they were domes- 
tic, within the ambit of international 
jurisdiction. For Belgrade to plead the 
opposite runs counter to the trend that 
the recent creation of the International 
Criminal Court has established. 

.As a matter of fact, what the court 
aimed to establish was already reflected 
in existing conventions against genocide, 
war crimes and crimes against humani- 
ty. The Serbian authorities are trying to 
roll back the international consensus' on 
the prosecution and punishment of the 
perpetrators of international crimes. 
Even as Belgrade claims Us military 
intervention in Kosovo was to suppress 
'Terrorism.** such intervention must 
abide by international norms. No coun- 
try, big or small, is at liberty to commit 
crimes even when it conducts a police 
action to restore calm and stability. 
There are ground rules for the conduct 
of warfare whether local, regional or 
international and obviously the Serbs do 
not seem to believe that these rules apply 
to them as well. 

The Serb authorities must be made to 
cooperate with the Hague-based interna- 
tional war crimes tribunal which is try- 
ing desperately to establish the truth 
about the atrocities that were allegedly 
committed by Serb forces. That acts of 
barbarism were committed against 
Kosovo civilians is common knowledge. 
Belgrade has nothing to fear if it is so 
confident that its troops did not commit 
these crimes. But to claim immunity or 
impunity on the basis of a defunct prin- 
ciple is simply unacceptable. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


•\l Ra'i’s FjIicJ Fanek called on the Minister of Slate 
!'>r Dcxeloptncni Affairs Talier Kanu'an to announce 
the reason hehind the suspension of the sale of the gov- 
ernment's stake in the Jordan Telecommunications 
Company «JTC». Fanek said questions about this issue 
need to be ansucred. but not in line with the govern- 
ment policy of transparency. Kana'an remains silent. 
Pee*plc ticcd lo knv^w svhal ihc jusuficaiions are for hail- 
ing ihe pn.vess of pri\aiisaiion in ihis instance, and 
\'h.it. if any. alternatives have been looked into. Is it 
inie that the c»«mpany ‘s capital amounts to S3 billion, as 
declared by the chairman of the board, or it is SI. 2 bil- 
lion as evaluated by some e.vpcrts? If it is Si. 2 billion 
\\ liy doesn't the government float the company's shares 
on the Amman Stock Market? *‘\Ve need to know, who 
h.is the final say in privatising the telecommunication 
company: is it the government or Shukri (the compa- 
ny 's ehaimun)?" asked Fanek. 

\1 Dmtour's Yassscr Zaairu said rB.sistiince u ill .ilways 
K* the best option for the Palestinians. Struggle for free- 
liom !s truly rcpresenialive of the Palestinian and .Arab 
altitude. Tliis cun clearly he .seen fiv»ni people's reaction 
a nicunyr's funeral lakes place, when the rcspon.se to 
the Wye Ri'er ugrccnicni, Zaulra's remarks came after 
:«o [>:laniiMs blew themselves up in a car m occupied 
jcRssjlcm. H»iw.ever. Zaaira said, the bomb was a bless- 
itig in disguise for the Paie.stinian National .Authority 
tPN.Ai. bs-cuust* it provides the justification the PN.A 
needs u' l.iunch a campaign of arresi.s amonc the 
Mamisis in the West Bank, the Israeli Prime Mini.sicr 
Benyamin Netanyahu, on the other hand, only stands to 
loose, since he thought he had brousht peace and secu- 
rity to Israel when he signed the treaty with the PN.A. 


Lockerbie and the law 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

IN ONE of my articles a few years ago I stated the gen- 
eral principles of extradition, and I quoted Ian Brownlie 
as follows: “In the normal case, the process of extradi- 
tion accords with good policy. The values of justice are 
preserved and the interest of the requesting state in ^r- 
ci.sing Jurisdiction is recognised. Moreover the individ- 
ual is not allowed to escape responsibility for the corn- 
mon type.s of crimes (Ian Brownlie: Principles of public 
international law) 

With the exception of alleged crimes under interna- 
tional law' such OS war crimes, crimes against humanity 
and crimes again.st peace, and in the absence of a treaty 
between the states concerned, .surrender of an accused 
or of on alleged criminal cannot be demanded as of 
riahi. In other words, in general there is no obligation to 
extradite. On the other hand, there is no general rule 
which forbids surrender by the requested state despite 
the absence of a treaty. 

In the case of Libya I have stated that Libya has the 
right to refuse the request of the United States and 
Britain for the following reasons; 

1 . The Libyan constitution does not allow the extradi- 
tion of Libyan nationals which is quite lawful. 

2. There is no extradition treaty between Libya and the 
U.S. or Britain. 

3. No sufficient evidence has been transmitted to the 
Libvan authorities to charge the suspected Libyans. 

4. Libva wanted to try the accused in its own courts 
and asked the U.S. and Britain to submit documentary 
or other evidence to substantiate their cimm, but they 
did not respond. Thus, although Libya refused to extra- 
dite its nationals, it was ready to assume its responsibil- 
ity under international law by trying the suspected pyr- 
soos. yet no proof was forthcoming from the requesting 
states. 

5. There is no guarantee by the U.S. and Britain that 
the suspected persons would receive a fair trial in either 


country, especially after those states raised such a hue 
and cry in the .world media about the suspects that they 
have created genuine prejudice against them in the pub- 
lic opinion. TTiose states have almost prejudged the 
issue. 

After Libya refused to surrender the suspected per- 
sons, the Security Council of the United Nations passed 
Resolution No. 731 of April 15. 1992 ordering Libya to 
surrender the two Libyans. With regard to this resolu- 
tion, Erskin Childers the well-known writer and Jour- 
nalist wrote the following: The insidious abuse of the 
Charter (of the United Nations ) has now been taken one 
dangerous stage further over Libya. Thfe captive council 
has been made to ignore peace ret^ss under Chapter VI 
even when a slate is performing its obligations under a 
treaty: even when — as laid down in Arucle 36.2 (of die 
statute of the International Court of Justice) — ^ it . has 
taken a dispu te to the iDternational Court of Justice, the 
U-N. principal Judicial organ. The role of the world 
court is thus now also jeopardised. 

Furthermore. Cambridge University Law^ Professor 
Marc Weller recently wrote in the ‘‘European** that some 
judges were privately enraged by this use of the Security 
Council. TFor in this instance the mechanism designed 
to combat actual acts of aggression has been trans- 
formed into a machine^? for ad hoc lawmaking to fur- 
ther interests of individual states, and prejudice the 
decisions of the court.** 

Libya sene a letter to the secretary general of the U.N. 
rejecting the accusation against the two Libyans, but 
expres^ its desire to solve the problem peacefully in 
compliance with the principles of international law and 
the Charter of the U .N . In particular the letter referred to 
Article 41 (1) of the Montreal Agreement of 1971 which 
provides, inter alia, in the event of a dispute between the 
parties and in case no agreement has been reached by 
negotiations, the dispute may be resolved by arbitration 
through the International Court of Justice. The letter 
mentioned also Article 33 of the Charter of the U.N. 


. .. 


which states that in the event of dispute, the p^es sl^ali 
seek solution by negotiation, mediation, inquiry; concii 
iation, arbitration or.judicial settlement. The U.S: and ^ 
Britain rejected compliance with this article or with the 1 
relevant provision of the Montreal Agreement and sub- 
mitted the matter again to the Security Council The la. • 
ter issued Resolution 848 of 1992 condemning Libya for ‘ 
ndn-compiiance with the previous Resolution aad 1 
Imposing sanctions on Libya including a piobibhion of 1 rtr»' 
flights over Libya, a reduction in the number of dipio- 
in the diplomatic missions and a prohiUtioo [q , ' 
^ve it assistance whether technical or otherwise etc. 

In October 1997, Libya appealed to the Intematiooa] 
Court of Justice at the Hague to the case. Desphe 
the objections of Che U.S. and Britain on the gtoiind that 
the case bad already been considered by the Security 
Council and that therefore the International Court ol 
Justice has no jurisdiction, the court nevertheless deliv- 
ered a decision on February 21, 1998, to die effect that 
it has jurisdiction to deal with the case in accoidance 
with .Articles 36 and 38 of the Statute of the 
International Court of Justice. 

In view of, and following the court's decision and the 
non-compliance of the Aftican countries with the sanc- 
tions imposed upon Libya, the U.S. and Britain agreed 
to have the trial of the two Libyan suspects conducted ai 
the Hague in Holland by Scottish judges and according 
to Scottish law. Libya agreed to this proposal, but asked 
for guarantees before sending the suspects for trial ooi- 
side Libya. For example, who will guarantee that die 
suspects will not be kidnapped and sent to the U.S. or 
Rrtiain for trial, and where will the suspects serve lheir 
sentence in case they are convicted? These are guaran- 
tees and questions which Libya is fully justified to raise. 
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The writer was an advocate in Palestine in / 944 and, for nuan 
years, legal officer at UNRWA headquarters in Beint ant 
Vienna. ■ 
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The new black death 


By Gv^Tiuie Dyer 

IF A REPORT had been published last 
weekend forecasting a war that would 
kill ten to fifteen per cent of the people 
of all the countries of central and east- 
ern Europe in the next five years (os 
the World War ll did), you would be 
hearing a lot about it. 

Even less extravagant prediction.^ of 
disaster — say. of an influenza epi- 
demic that would kill one or two per 
cent of the world's population over the 
next year Hike the influenza epidemic 
of 1918-19) — would certainly be the 
number one neu> topic around the 
world this week. 

How odd. then, that a United Nations 
forecast predicting that a new plague 
will kill two per cent of the population 
of a number of countries each year for 
the indefinite future got so little atten- 
tion. Maybe it's because the countries 
are all in .Africa. 

The forecasL published on October 
.^0. was pan of the U.N.'.s annual 
world population survey. And the 
plague, of course, is not ail that new: 
it i.s .AIDS, which has been with u.s for 
more tho.n a decade now. But the very- 
long incubation period means that the 
full scope of the damage takes a long 
lime to emerge. Only now is the scale 
of the tragedy in Africa becoming 
clear. 

AIDS probably originated in sub- 
Saharan .Afneu. and it has certainly 
been epidemic there for longest. Now. 
says the I'.N. report, it ha.s reached 
pandemic status in a number of black 
Africa's .34 countric.s. with up to 23 
f«r cent of tiie population HIV posi- 
tive. In .African conditions, the vast 
majority of these people will die over 
the next ten years — though not before 
passing ihe virus on to many others. 

.N'inett'onc per cent of the world's 
.AIDS deaths so far have occurred in 
African countries, states the U.N. 
report, and 86 per cent ot' people cur- 
rently infected with HIV also live 
there. It is desperate news for a conti- 
nent already weighed down by trou- 
bles. and every indication is that it's 
ju.st going to get worse. 

“In looking at global epidemics." 
commented Lester Brown, president 


of the Washington-based World Watch 
Institute, “one has to go back to the 
16th century and the introduction of 
smallpo.x to the Aztec pojnilation of 
what is now Mexico lo find anything 
on that scale, and before tluu to the 
bubonic plague in Europe in tite 14th 
century." 

In human terms, what this means is 
that vast numbers of Africans are 
dying young. Five years ago. thanks to 
decades of public health programnies. 
a baby bom in ^mbabwe could expect 
an average lifespan of 61 years — and 
Zimbabwean public health experts 
were looking forward to achieving the 
70 ycar.s typical of western Birope in 
the foreseeable future. 

Thank.s to AIDS, however, a new- 
born Zimbabwean today cun only 
expect to live an average of 39 years. 
Within the next decade, that will drop 
lo 31 years. To put it starkly, a 
Zimbabwean bom in 2008 emt expect 
a life only half as long as a 
Zimbabwean bom in 1993. 

The situation may. in fact, be even 
wi>rse than the U.R report .suggests, 
partly because many African countries 
are still concealing the true siatiMics 
on infection rates, and portly bccau.se 
U.N. statisticians have to work with 
old data. They give the rate of HIV 
infection in Zimbabwe, for example, 
as 25 per cent. 

That wa> the rate observed among 
pregnant women in Harare eight yvam 
ago (which caused great alaim m the 
lime). But by last year, the national 
rate of HIV infection had risen to 40 
per cent — and this yetu" a survey of 
ante-natal dimes is southern 
Mo-svingo province (a non-urban area 
where you would expect lower infec- 
tion rates) found that 67 per cent of 
women there wvre HIV positive. 

Let us spell out what that statistic 
meaiks. It meun.'i that more than two- 
thirds of the women of child-bearing 
age in that pan of Zimbabwe, at icasi. 
ore almost certainly going to die of 
•AIDS in the next ten years — and so 
will most of their children. 

Because the deaths arc spread out in 
time, the immediate impact of diis 
plague is less visible thtm in the great 
pandemics of the past. But cumula- 


tively. AIDS may ocuially hit Africa 
harder than the Black Death struck 
Europe 650 years ago (when around a 
third of the population died). 

The U.N. report still talks conserva- 
tively about “lower population growth 
rates" (cutting Zimbabwe’s, for exam- 
ple. from 3.3 per cent annually in the 
80s to le.ss than one per cent by 2000). 
Another recent report. ‘Focus on 
HI V/AIDS in the Developing World' , 
by Peter Wray and colleagues, fore- 
C 0 .SLS an African population in 2010 
that will be 71 million smaller than it 
would have been without AIDS. But 
the reality. a.s in 14th century Europe, 
may be on absolute fall in population, 
and perhaps a very steep one. 

Unlike the Europe of the Black 
Death, however, Africa could be 
saved. In developed countries, new 
drugs have slashed the death rate and 
transformed the lives of chose infected 
with HIV. But no African country can 
afford to pay for umi-rctroviral drugs 
for its population, and few sufferers 
have enough means of their own. 

“1 have one patient who is taking the 
drugs,** .said Isaac Dombo, who runs a 
clinic in Zimbabwe's capitui, Harare. 
“He has a very good job and three 
members of his family arc helping him 
to pay for the drugs. Others who arc 
dcspemle scrape up the money to buy 
them and show dramatic improvement 
for a few months. Then they run out of 
money and deteriorate. It i.s very frus- 
iraiing.'* 

This is a calamity with almost no 
external repercussions. Africa barely 
figures in the global economy, and 
AIDS problems elsewhere (some 
Asian countries muy face very high 
infection rates in five years’ time) ore 
not in any way linked to Africa's fate. 

But it would not be a bad time for 
those whose ancestors grew rich on 
turning black Africaas into slaves and 
looting their resources — western 
Europeans. Americans. Brazilians, (he 
eastern Arabs — to think about u grand 
gesture of atonement. A grand finan- 
cial gesture of atonement, like putting 
up the money to fight the worst plague 
that hus struck any human population 
in modem times. 



Best wishes 


To the editor: 


TO HIS Majesty King Hussein. Wishing you a quick 
recovery. Your Majesty. Please accept our sincere aDd| 
devoted wishes for your coming birthday from all of ic, 
here in Montreal. May God keep you well for all of us, 
and may your wishes all come true. God bless Jordaa 
and God bless you. 


Joseph Snidan and famO} 
Montreal 
Canadi 


To the editor: 


FROM THE United Kingdom, and on behalf of all my 
Jordanian pilot colleagues. I would like to convey to His 
Majesty IGng Hussein our everlasting wishes of great 
health and prosperity, praying to God that each new day 
will find him feeling better 
Happy Birthday Your Majesty, may God keep you 
well as you bring inspiration and motivatioo to all of us. 
knowing that your well of strength and deienninadon 
will never run dry. 
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To the editor: 

WHILE THE closure of the offices of AI Jazirab saielli® , 

TV .station in .Ammon was an unnecessary ova--teactiou i - :> t. . -.rsv 

by the government (the idea of the programme is® '-ll? e- .n 

excellent one and it is long overdue in our regjoiiX • ‘jcrr'"* \v^n 

nevertheless understandable. What is incomprebmisihk 

is the tirade of anti-Jordanian iheroric uttered by individ- ‘ ^ ^ 

ba*.e 


u^s who would certsunly not pass their basic 0-level in 
history, and who are the intellectual products of one ^ pp, 

the most fossilLsed and sclerotic Slates in the Middle I 
The claim that the Hashemites were rewarded for sidi/ig ; 
with the Zionists with the creation of Jordan is utter hb- 1 Resources. 
lorical nonsense. The establishment of the Emiraw > > j 
Trans-Jordan in 1921. as well the birth of most states of ; c^ p ^hnrLj... 
the Near East, were a result of the disintegration of ^ 

“mother country" the Ottoman Empire, as well as d* i'jj,, rurei-, 
historical by-product of Anglo-French power rivalry. . -n/' 

bility since 1921. qualifies us. if qualification wwever 

needed, to call ourselves a nation hAcaucie rBeardless of of 

’C-.-iMf vegans 


Jordon Ls no more “an artificial entity” than is ev &)' , in t, 

other country in the Arab World. Our contimiiiy and su* 

21. qualifies us. if qualification were e' 
ourselves a nation because, regardless w* . «»; 

the reference to us as a bunch of bedouins (and pn)^ • .k, P’^'-ure . ,n l 
it) we consider ourselves to be a nation. And that is a*’ • - 


i k"'"'" ^ 

thatmouers. ’ ' ' jo ' , it 

Those who blindly subscribe to toe conspiracy tbeoiy : p^s. 
of history like to see evil and malice in every action and ^ jr.j 

seem to overlook the fact toat in the early twenricjt the "i U-,s ntental 
called dangers of the Zionist movement were not os cietu* k 

and a.s pronounced to the patriotic Prince Abdullah wb® i l 

hadjust fought a waroflibmtion against toe Tuik5.Tb^ j ^"n-hum'm 

also convenienUy forget that in dealing with the Jews and : -uro;. 

with toe Israelis over the years, toe Hashemites b#''® ‘. i. •«nior ih " tv * 

always displayed a foresightedness and a patric«i.<fl> ! • in th-. \ 

borne out by later events. Before Abdullah tbcie was : ••N^v 

Jordan: that mast surely be toe strongest arguirtenr if> ^ miK-r 

favour of the Hashemites’ unque.siioned political IcgiJ^ ' *■ * p . 

m^y a.s rulers of our country, which is more than can W | 
said about those soldiers in neighbouring states who H 
usurped powerthrough the illegal medium ofacoupd*' ^diti 


^ . Dr.KaroaJTawfiqNhn*j :^ 

Adjunct IVofessor of PoUtics & Intcmafioo®* ■ 

Relaiioa^ 

American Universi^ in Londt^ ; 
DR.K'rN@minier.cIara-i» 












The Jordan Tmes welcomes Utters and contrUndw/ts vjNi m ,j. 

iU readers on any issue they wish to tackle. Letters intended dug , -^leniaj 
for publication should confalM the, fuH name d» •• hiM, 



contain the iTfirer^^ iw»*^ ^ -^ • 

preferably address as well Names can he whitheld “1®^ o* 

request but only under special drewnstanees. Letters ^ them * 
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Wadi ‘Isal: Ancient link between the plateau 
and the Southern Ghors 


(Note: This is the ninth in an intemUt- 
teni series of artieles on the antiquities 
of the Southern Ghors regioOf along the 
south-east coast of the Dead Sea. This 
week's article looks at HWi ‘Isah while 
next week's examines the search for the 
bUilical site of Lehuth in the Wadi 'Isal 
region.) 

ABOUT SEVEN kilometres south of 
the Karak Southern Ghors road junc- 
tion is the mouth of Wadi ‘Isol, where 
it enters the broad plain along the 
south-eastern shore of the Dead Sea. 
The wadi has been inaccessible for 
most of this century, because of the 
lack of a paved road and its occasion- 
al status as a closed military area 
before the 1994 Jordan-Israel peace 
accord. Today, this region is more 
easily reached from the Jordanian 
plateau, via three roads — the tradi- 
tional route from Karak, and two new 
roads from the north-east Dead Sea 
coast and (to my mind the single 
most beautiful stretch of road in all 
Jordan) the new road linking TafUeh 
in the Jordanian plateau with the 
Feifeb-Wadi ‘Isal area in the South- 
ern Ghors. The views in all directions 
from the new TafUeh road are nothing 
short of spectacular — north over the 
Southern Ghors and the Dead Sea, 
west towards the Dead Sea, Palestine 
and Israel, and south towards the 
Wadi 'Arabah. 

Equally impressive are some of the 
antiquities in or near the Wadi ‘Isal, 
which was surveyed twice in recent 
decades — Erst in 1979 by the Ger- 
man scholar Dr. Siegfried Mittraann, 
and then in 1981 by !>. Linda Jacobs 
of the U.S. This area also provides 
the backdrop to one of the more 
intriguing mysteries of ancient times: 
where was the site called Luhith in 
the Bible, and what was it exactly? 

Wadi ‘Isal is one of the smaller 
east-west wadis connecting the valley 
with the plateau. Glueck overflew 
and photographed it in the 1930s, 
identifying a few conspicuous sites 
and a Roman road along the wadi's 
15-kilometre-long south ridge. The 
route of the well-preserved road, the 
most conspicuous ancient feature of 
the area, con still be traced today 
along much of its length. Nelson 
Glueck collected Nabataean, Byzan- 
tine and Ayyubid/Mamluke sherds in 
Wadi isal when he visited the area in 


the 1930$, and the modern surveys 
have documented the-aiea with more 
precision. 

Emerging from the ghor floor about 
400 metres east of the north-south 
road through the Southern Ghors is a 
Byzantine structure that looks like 
just a pile of stones. It is clearly visi- 
ble just east of the main highway. The 
Erst hill behind it to the east, also 
clearly visible from the highway, has 
the remains of a building from the 
late Roman/Byzantine period, adja- 
cent to the remains of the ancient 
road that followed the wadi's course. 
These sites are located just under a 
kilometre south of the small blue 
‘Ussal'* road sign next to a large, red 
and white met^ transmission tower 
east of the road. The best landmark if 
you go looking for this area at the 
mou£ of the Wadi ‘Isal is the new 
salt plant on the west side of the main 
road, which is a few hundred metres 
north of the mouth of the Wadi ‘Isal. 

Jacobs' survey 

.Jacobs' 1981 survey of Wadi ‘Isal 
aimed to identify ancient sites and 
occupaEon patterns, and also to 
determine if Wadi ‘Isal was an impor- 
tant co mmuni cation route in the 
Early Bronze Age, when many 
walled towns existed in both the val- 
ley and the highlands. 

The presence of the Roman road, 
and the relatively easy ascent to the 
highlands along Wadi ‘Isal, suggest- 
ed to Jacobs that the wadi may have 
been an ancient communicatioa route 
in the Early Bronze Age (around 
3300-2000 BC). Many E^ly Bronze 
Age (EB) walled cities and extensive 
cemeteries are documented in the 
valley and on the plateau, and recent 
archaeological worir has verified that 
they traded with one another. But 
how did they communicate with one 
another? 

The survey results refuted the 
hypothesis that Wadi ‘Isal may have 
b^n a communication route in the 
EB period, for no EB sites at ail were 
found in the wadi, and only a handful 
of possible EB sherds were collected. 
In facL though the survey identified 
90 sites and 32 “megalithic’* tombs, 
very few seem 'to -^te from much 
before or after the ancient road. 
Jacobs believes the road was built in 
the late Roman/early Byzantine peri- 


f 'Mental health care 
emergency in Jordan 


7%err b a crises in mentd health care in 
North Jordan, contends Nutnan M. 
C^taraibeh,MDefdieFactthyofMe£cine 
at Jmdan Uniirersity of Science and Tedt- 
nohgy in Irbid, and dte sooner we start col- 
lecting accurate and exhaustiife data, and 
maldngtjreelyavaiktble, the sooner we can 
start addressing the problem. 

fTTAKES a lot of courage to go to a p^- 
chiatrist in Jordan. It t^'es even more 
courage to admit iL Let's face it, who 
wants to be labelled ‘majnoon’ (insane in 
Arabic)? Stigmatisation is a major prob- 
lem in psy^atry, however, we have 
much more concrete problems at hand 
than stigmatisation of patients. 

Resources: 

There is a critical shortage of human 
resources: Fsychotherapies ftalk-ihera- 
pies) aie not used, but r,iiely due to time 
constraints. Psychotherapies and social 
therapies are neglected in Jordan due to 
the lack of qualified personnel quantitar 
lively and quaiiudvely. The shoitage of 
psychiatnsLs in the public sector means 
there is time pie-ssuie on them to see 
more patients in less time, which makes it 
all the more difficult to administer psy- 
chother^ies. Psychologists and social 
workera ore mainly out of the mental 
health team — indeed there is still no 
.social work schools in Jordan. 

But there is also a lack of noD-human 
resources, and when resources are scarce, 
tough decisions have to be made. This 
coidd not be truer than in the case of 
Mental Health Core in Nonh Jordan. 
Having practised ps^’chiatry in the United 
States for three years, I was struck the 
lack of community resources available 
for the psychiatric patients and fiieir fiun- 
ilies in Jordan. In addition to the 
absence of in-patient and residential facil- 
ities. outpatient community resources are 
vety pooriy organised, staffed, and 
equipp^ Medi^ons' availability is 
eiratic. 


Psychotropic medications are vital to the 
delivery of acceptable Mental Health 
Core in Jordan due to high costs. 
high cost of the newer generations of psy- 
chiatric medications makes them out of 
reach for die vast inajodty of Jordanians. 
For example, the new-generations of 
antidepressants available in the Jordanian 
markets like fluaxetine (Rozac and local 


others), sertaline fluvoxamine 

(Luvox, Faverin), venlafk^ (Efiexcx), 
citalopt^ (Qpram) and (Xfaeis cost 
more than JD30 pa* month depending OQ 
the dose. 

Since mental health care is becomhig 
more expensive each day, most Jordani- 
ans cannot keep up widi the cost Docttxs 
and patients choose to ignore this 
issue or postpone dealing with iL Howev- 
er, sooner or later we have to face the 
problem of patients and families not 
capable of affording even basic treat- 
ments. Even those with govennneoi 
insurance may foce serious limiwtinns, 
delays, or denial altogether of certain 
treatments. 

Primarily because of the cosL 1 still 
write more prescriptions for the older 
generation ihugs vwth ifirir unpleasant 
side effects. In foe elderly popul^ioo, the 
unpleasant side effects may be dangerous 
or feral, especially that the elde^ ate 
more prone to have medical illnesses and 
to be taldng more dian one medicatioo. 
Drug interactions may compdicaie die 
issue funhec. 

Hie hard questions: 

U is inqx)ssfoie to discuss loedical cate in 
general and Mental Health Care in partic- 
ular without louchiog upon other issues 
such as the moraL political, financial, 
social and pfoilost^Mca] isaies. Ques- 
tions such as ‘foow much are wer willing 
to pay to save someone's lifer or iiow 
fer should we go to prevent a suicide or a 
homicide?” h^ to be answered. The fd- 
lowing example is to fllustiate this point 
fuifoer 

An elderly patient suffering from 
depxession heart disease may have to 
spend up to JD6Q for a one-mexsh siq^ly 
of an antidepressant since che^ 
ications may be contraindicated. If that 
patient is presently pay^ JDIO per 
month as a premium his health insur- 
ance, then someone, somewhere (may be 
foe government) is loosing more foan 
JD50 a month because of that angle 
patient 

Morally qiealdDg, that patient has to 
get his medicaiion at ^ cost His quali- 
of life, if not his very existence, 
dqiends on it (among tilings)- 
However; financial politicaL and social 
concerns make us muble to avoid asking 
the following phOos(^foical question: ‘Ts 
this patient's aifo-de(siessant wnfo the 
cost?' The isaies b^me murider if it 
has to do wifo a patient suffering from 


od, in the early 4th Century AD. The 
major communication routes must 
have passed tiirough other east-west 
wadis. The best candidate is probably 
the much larger Wadi Karak, . the 
main east-west route in the area 
today. Other possible east-west 
routes include Wadi Feifeh and Wadi 
Numeira. 

Most of the sites Jacobs identified 
were not proper settlements, but 
rather ‘"transient occupations at besL” 
she says. Only 14 sites (all Byzan- 
tine) have standing remains, and 
seven others have fragments of wall 
lines in the ground. 

Most sites were small flint or pot- 
tery sherd scat- 
ters, usually cov- 
ering an area of 
less than 200 

square metres. qA/oe i 

This suggests rrao 1 

they may have 

been bedouin 3/16 CSlIi 
camps or even . 

less permanent //7 ttlS 

sites such as 

shepherds’ stop- QnCl Wfl 
ping places or 

seasonal harvest- QXQi 

rime camps. ^ ” 

The oldest arti- 
facts are flint 
scatters at 14 
sites, foe largest 

covering just 40 metres in diametre. 
Most h^ Levallois-Mousterian 
points, flakes, blades and cores from 
around 65,000 years ago, and one site 
had an A^foeulean handaxe made of 
mottled brown chert A single large. 
900-square-metre site from the Chal- 
colithic period (5th-4th Millennium) 
has much pottery and flint the 
remains of a stone-lined water cistern 
on its flat summit stone foundations 
of a small rectangular structure, sherd 
spindle whorls, and limestone grind- 
ing stones. It seems to be an isolated 
phenomenon, for very little Chalcol- 
iduc material was found in the rest of 
the wadi (but it is more plentiful at 
the north-east coast of the Dead Sea, 
according to other recent surveys). 

Jacobs found pottery from the Iron 
n period at 24 sites, but predomi-. 
nantly at three sires that had remains 
of built structures. All three arelocaC- 
ed on small hillocks or mounds aver- 
aging some five metres higher than 
the ancient road. 


Was this the 
site cailed Luhith 
in the Bibie, 
and what was it 
exactly?’ 


During the Roman period Wadi 
‘Isal appears not to have been heavi- 
ly used for only two of the 43 sites, 
with Roman pottery have a predomi- 
nance of such pottery. Two Roman 
sites have architectural remains, 
including a large (12 x 13-metFe) 
square structure within which was 
built a smaller square well or cisteni. 
Its one-metre-thick walls consist of a 
double row of dry-laid stones dressed 
only on their exterior face, with a 
•rubble fill in the centre. 

At least 12 sites had - typical 
Nabataean pottery, though no 
Nabataean period structures could be 
clearly identified Accotxiing to 
" - Jacobs’ calcula- 

tion of foe aver- 
age distance of 
Roman sites 
u* from the road 

7/0 iriG the late Roman 

-I I sites seem more 

Cr LUrUtn directly related to 
■ the road than the 

BIDIG. Nabataean . or 

early Roman 

If was it ■The 

Roman sites are 
clustered around 
‘ the rbad at its 

east and central 
sections, and on 
the valley floor. 


Extensive Byzantine remains 

Wadi *Zsal, like much of the rest of 
Jordan, was most extensively used 
during the Byzantine period; (^ sites 
produced Byzantine pottery, and 
many flint flakes, but few tools or 
blades, suggesting that most of the 
sites were for transient use. The 
majority (63 sites) were used in the 
late Byzantine period, and 40 also 
had early Byzantine wares. Four 
s tanding buildings were found on 
early By2antine sites. Construction 
techniques were similar to the 
Roman period with large, rough-cut 
stones d^-laid in double rows wifo a 
nibble core. Standing Byzantine era 
remains Include cisterns, houses, 
courtyards, anim al pens, water catch- 
ment devices or animal troughs. 

. One early Byzantine structure in 
-Ghor rlsal, on the valley floor, is a 
laige building (12J x 7 metres) 
located just four metres from the 
andent road on a promontory over- 


looking the valley floor, the wadi, 
and the road itself in both directions. 
Due to its siting next to the road this 
buildng may trave been a customs or 
toll station, or perhaps served a 
defensive role as a watchtower. 

Another large, 22 x 12-metre early 
Byzantine structure in Ghor ‘Isal 
consists of a series of SO-centimetre- 
thick exterior walls stepping down a 
small hill. 

The site’s position suggests it was a 
watchtower, but it could have been 
related to the road that once may 
have passed near it. 

Other late Byzantine remains are a 
three-room structure on a small 
promontory ten metres above the 
wadi bed (near a cluster of robbed 
tombs'30 metres to the south.), and a 
14 X 1 1-metre one-room ‘house’ built 
of a single row of uncut field stones. 
Two five-metre-diametre circular 
structures to its north-east may have 
animal pens. In Ghor ‘Isal is another 
late Byzantine structure that Glueck 
called a biriceh (pool). This 3S-metre- 
square structure, at the mouth of the 
wadi, was fed by a water channel 
from the wadi itself. Its 2.5-metie- 
thick walls still stand over three 
metres high. It is used today as a gar- 
den space, though the ancient water 
channfti fr^ foe wadi has fallen out 
of use. 

Jacobs feels the close association of 
foe one Byzantine site (foe possible 
‘customs post* ) with the road in Ghor 
‘Isal, and the total absence of Roman 
milestones in foe survey area, indi- 
cate foe road was probably built at 
foe end of the Roman or foe begin- 
ning of foe Byzantine period, perhaps 
in foe eariy 4fo Centuiy AD. 

No early Islamic sites were identi- 
fied, though ten had Mamluke pot- 
tery firom foe 13fo-lSth Centuries 
AD. Only one of foe sites had a sub- 
stantial Mamluke occupation (but foe 
north ridge of Wadi "Isal has several 
large Mamluke settlements). The sin- 
gle laige Mamluke site is a 90 x 30- 
metre mound directly on foe alluvial 
fan, where foe wadi opens into Ghor 
‘Isal. Besides pottery, other Mamluke 
artifricts included a coin dated to the 
reign of ‘“King Nasr Mohammad” 
(probably foe 14fo Ceor^ AD 
monarch), a carneUan'b(sad,2feid over 
50 fragments of glass. 

Thirty-two stone structures scat- 
tered throughout high places in the 



alctfoolism or drug addic- 
tioD since our own piejiKfices get 
in(he w^. 

Deoentrafisation and 
insurance: 

The issue of govecoment qxnsraed 
health insurance paralysed foe most afflu- 
ent country in foe wodd, the U.S., twice. 
Lae \996 and eady 1997, the United 
States federal government was paralysed 
because offoqxjtes over foe nsinglHlls of 
Mediraid (federal insurance) and 
Medicare (mainly state insurance). 
Inevitably, more privatisation followed 
and tnai^ged caie companies got more 
of foe nuuto share. 

Should there be a similar trend in Jor- 
dan, (me of two tilings mi ght happen. 
Hrst, most people may not afford the 
gn mifli premiums, therefore remain unin- 
sured, tboretoe will have to pay out of 
their own pockets. Second, the health 
insuxeis may lower their premiums to 
accorpmodate most people; and therefore 
tiiey themselves .will go bankngX. 

llieae has been so much talk about de- 
centralising services (healfo care includ- 
ed), bin very little has been done. 

An old man starts off at 5 ajn. from 
Umm Akfimal heading off to Ifoid in 
order to secure a one^xxith supply of 
medication for. Ids riaiighttn *T can't 
ixing her witii votS' be says.^ can’t c<m- 
tiol her on the bus.” Wfy. can't this old 
man gQ to a mental healfo dinic in his 
ndghboiDfrocxl, towiL or tile neatest town 
to secure his daugjit^s medication for 
the next moDtii? 

Absoit figures and plamiing: 

will do Mental Hedtb (2are great deui 
of injustioe and disservice if we discuss 
th^ issues only in tiieoty. The availalnl- 
hyofexactfi^iesfisofutmostinipor- 
ta&ce.Accuiatefiguies.sudiastiienum- 
ber.(^ patients wifo sciiizopfaicsua in the 
city of Amman, cr titenuniber of patients 
with Mental Reoidstioo in the gover- 
notate eff Irind are vital but not av^tfole. 
Tboefore, planning T^^tfip tal health deliv? 
eiy is at a great disadvantage. 

There are more questions foan answers 
m thb sifoject, but avctidii^pioUenis will 
never mate them go away. Ordinaiy citi- 
zens, health care pcorideis (^lic and 
private), law-mak^ politidans, acade- 
micians, drug mate and othas cm- 
cemed may have, to start ze-tinnloDg (xir 
mental healfo care deln^ system seri- 
ously before it is too late to salvage. 
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survey area are thought to be tombs. 
They are typically circles of large 
stones some 5-6 metres in diametre: 
variations included five two-cham- 
bered tombs wifo a dividing wall, cir- 
cles wifo two large stones standing 
on end facing each other in the cen- 
tre, a mound of stones filling the inte- 
rior of foe circle, a rectangular struc- 
ture within foe circle, and simple, 
coffin-shaped rectangular structures 
without a surrounding circle of 
stones. Dating t^e "tombs' is virtu- 
ally impossible without excavating, 
for few sherds were associated with 
them. Jacobs leans towards dating 
foem from foe Byzantine period. 

She concludes thau “clearly. Wadi 
‘Isal has ^ways been a marginal 
occupation zone,” inhabited only 
when foe density of population in 
other, , more desirable, parts of Jor- 
dan/E^estine too greau The 

area does not have enough water to 
support a large permanent popula- 
tion, and foe topsoil is inadequate for 
serious farming. In the Byzantine 
period, population pressures in other 
parts of tte country forced the people 
to move into such marginal ureas, 
where they constructed some build- 
ings and water systems. 

Thou gh Wadi "Isal provides a rela- 
tively comfortable communication 
route between foe valley and the 
plateau. Jacobs says that ‘'the limita- 
tions presented by lack of water and 
adequate topsoil were apparently not 
compensate for by its relative ease 
of access.” 

Interestingly, the construction of 
the new roe linking Ghor ‘Isal and 
Feifeh wifo Tafileh revives a histori- 
cal tradition that had interroinemly 
used foe wadi as a communication 
route between the valley and the 
plateau. Whether the new road ulst^ 
prompts renewed settlement wiihiu 
the Wadi 'Isal region remains to be 
seen. 
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Crisis-hit Asia to grappie with 
corporate restructuring — IMF 


Exchange Rates 


Sunday. 08 >11-88 


KUALA LUMPUR 
(AFP) — Most crisis- 
struck Asian economies 
were “very close” to 
pulling out of the finan- 
cial ni^aise but have to 
arapple with the key 
issue of cormrate 
restructuring, the IMF's 
first deputy managing 
director. Stanley Fisch- 
er. said Sunday. 

‘in each of ’the crisis 
countries that have 
IMF-supported pro- 
grammes. there are 
Frameworks in place, 
dealing with corporate 
.sector'restructuring and 
I think that is the main 
challenge for the next 
few months." he said. 

Fischer was here to 
attend talks under the 
so-called Manila Frame- 
work. a regional surveil- 
lance group formed in 
the Philippine capital 
four montns after Asia's 
financial crisis broke 
out in July 1997. 

He said there were 
signs in some countries, 
citing Thailand as an 
example, where the cri- 
sis was bottoming out. 

"(The bottoming ouO 
will either be now or 
early next year in all 
likelihood.” Fischer 


said. “But. this is pro- 
vided the international 
environment does not 
deteriorate and depend- 
ing on what happens in 
JaMn.” 

"But on current expec- 
tations, 1 think the most 
badly affected countries 
are probably very close 
to the bottom or even at 
the bottom now'." he 
added. 

Except for Singapore 
and the Philippines, key 
Asian economies would 
be mired in negative 
economic growth this 
year as a result of the 
currency crisis sparked 
off in mid-1997. 

The IMF has arranged 
bailout packages worth 
some $120 bHlion for 
Thailand, Indonesia and 
South Korea since the 
regional currency conta- 
gion began with the 
noat of the Thai baht. 

But the. world body 
has been criticised for 
imposing harsh austeri- 
ty programmes in 
return, including sky- 
high interest rates which 
led to a credit crunch 
and plunged the 
economies cleep into 
recession. 

Fischer said it was 


hard for him to believe 
that much of Asia was 
one year into the crisis 
now. 

“The average reces- 
sion in U.S. lasts a year, 
liiis (recession in Asia) 
is' not an average reces- 
sion. This is a very deep 
recession. Tlie fact that 
we are talking about a 
turnaround now is 
already encouraging.” 
he said. 

But Fischer noted that 
"important progress" on 
banking sector restruc- 
turing had been made in 
the region and “less 
progress” on corporate 
secror restructuring. 

He said such restruc- 
turing. or reforms, was 
not easy. 

"If there is progress 
and everybody plans to 
make progress, then I 
think we should also be 
quite happv with the 
pace of reforms. These 
are not easy things to 
do. TTiey are difficult 
technically, they are dif- 
ficult politically, they 
are difticult to finance 
and the fact that we are 
discussing with 

economies and with 
such detail and that the 
frameworks are in place 


is encouraging,” Fischer 
said. 

On Malaysia, which 
has imposed exchange 
controls to insulate the 
economy to avoid con- 
tagion from the finan- 
cial crisis, Fischer said 
the biggest question was 
whether Kuala Lumpur 
could get external 
financing to implement 
its expansionary budget. 

Malaysian Premier 
Mahathir Mohammad, 
who took over the 
finance ministry afier 
sacking his deputy 


Anwar Ibrahim in Sep- 
tember. recently 

unveiled a 1999 budget 
which rejected IMF aus- 
terity measures pre- 
scribed elsewhere. 

The 1999 budget of 


65.095 billion ringgit 
($17.13 billion) is down 
9.3 per cent from a year 
earlier but with a larger 
deficit of 16.635 billion 
ringgit to finance infra- 
structure and other 
pump-priming projecLs. 

“There would be ques- 
doQ of financing of the 
budget and of the finan- 
cial sector restructuring 
that has to take place as 
to whether that is doable 
without external finan- 
cial assist^ce ” be said. 

“So. we will have to 
see whether that is pos- 
sible and there is an 
interaction between the 
way the c^^>ital market.*; 
look at Malaysia and the 
availability of external 
financing.” he added. 


Invitation For Bids 

Sector Educational Project — Phase (li) 
International Competitive Bidding (ICB) 


Ministry of Education invites interested bidders to participate in the following lenders. 
Eligible bidders may obtain Tender Documents at the Furniture & Equipment 
Division/Ministry of Education against the payment of a non-refundable fee as specified 
below, and presenting a valid professional licence and a registration certificate starting on 
9'lin99& 

The tender documents can be purchased by an authorised representative upon submission 
of an official request 

Bids shall be deposited m the Bid Box at the Furniture & Equipment Oivision/M.O.£./or by 
mall, not later than 1 1 :00 a.m. (local lime) on the specified dale. 

The bids shall be opened on the specified date at 12:00 noon, (local time). 


Tender 

No. 


Subject 



Two Lots 


General Devices) 



Lot No. 3 



otiery Wheels 


special Tools 


Weaving Matenals 


30/1^1998 

30/12*1998 

30112/1998 

30/1Z1998 

30/1^1996 

30'121998 

6/1/1999 

6/1/1999 

6'1/1999 

6/1/1999 

6/1/1999 

6/1/1999 

6/1/1999 

6/1(1999 

6/1/1999 

6/1/1999 

6/1 '1999 

6.’V1999 


Chairman of Special Tenders' Committee 


FOR RENT IN UM UTHEINA 
FURNISHED APARTMENT 
Con^sts of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, dining room, 
L-shaped salon, deluM furniture, independent heating, 
telephone, central satellite. Suitable for dipfomats. 
Please call TeL: 5510794 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Location: Abdoun, 5th Circle, (insists of one or two 
bedrooms with their utilities. Affiliated to the building 
are swimming pools. 

For Information, please call: 5931309 


EXCELLENTLY FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 2 baths, kitchen, salon and balcony. 
In the most beautiful spot of W. Amman. 

For more information, please call; 5681603 


FURNISHED DELUXE SEMI-VILLA 

i=oi=« RErsinr 


At tile best location in Sweifieh. Suitable for diplomats. 
Area: 450 sq.m. Constets of 4 bedrooms (one master), 
large salon, large dining room, fuliy equipped kitchen, 3 
bathrooms, garage, independent garden, central heating 
and telephone. 

Please contact owner atTef.: 5815970 






NOTE MBTHER ACCESS NOR THE PUBLISHER IS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR AMY ERRORS OR UlSTAISS 


CENTRAL BANK BUIEIM 





All) i>( uhiLT 


fiMiKliiiLin'. I 
ilmnwinL' i>.' 


The human body has over 

45 miles of nerves. 

Set yourself free. Wear your birth stone in 18K gold 



ewellers. 

Holal Sh 
Phone; 5527118 Fax 


At Amra Forum Holal Shopping Center 
C5K7119 


Petra Tours Reception 


Of 


'•loa* fkv 


•JKKiJj ki D 




PETRA TRAVEL & 
TOURISM CO., General Sales 
Agents for Austrian Airlines, 
held a reception for Jordanian 
Travel Agents to meet with 
Heimo Gradischnig/New Sales 
Manager-Jordan. In a welcome 
speech. Gradischnig thanked 
all present for their support to 
Austrian Airlines, and offered 
his personal support and assis- 
tance for the Travel Agents and 
their passengers. 


Austrian 

A1RUNTS> 





®Q*nini: :n 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edii&d (>■/ lV,3vnA Ropert V/i'li3JT) 



Peanuts 


600DM0RNIN6..rM 
HERE TO ASK IF YOU'!? 
CARE TO SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE •SREAT 
PUMPKIN" NEUJ5LETTER 


6ET OFF OUK PORCH 
OR I'LL SIC OUR 
006 ON YOU! 



I M SORRY.. I YtHATS AU RI6HT.. 
PIPNY MEAN I (a)E PON'T HAVE 
TO BOTHER V* A DOS.. v 
YOU.. — It — 



oc Heathen 
24 Thai r;u>' 

35 4tt>a cf Israel 
35 .Hocky outcrop 
37 Seli-cu: leti&rs 
40 Snaky turn 
4J rreouentiy. 

pceiicaily 
43 French Islands 
45 Go ATCng 
47 Rutger Ol 
’Slade Runner* 
49 Suildmo 
trade?*? 

53 Mr. Baba 

54 French soldier 
of I’.'W ! 

55 One ct The . 
Funes 

52 Three-fnatch 
ccnneclion 
59 Faucet 
€2 instrucncn lo a 
plastic 
surgeon"? 


cccurrerrce 

6' -Romeo 

€S 'The _ L'mite* 

69 Fcvert/ 

70 Endure 

71 German sub 

DOWN 

1 Heave 

2 Do-others 
separate.’ 

3 Fcrk-iailed 
scabrrd 

4 The wa*/. in 
Ch;na 

5 K'nd 
S Teem 


Andy Capp 







By Philip J. Anderson 
Pordand. OR 

7 Give new vigor 

8 Mass gown 

9 Arthur Ashe 
and Shea, e.g. 

10 Jack of 'City 
Slickers’ 

1 1 Border (on) 

12 PartofM.l.T. 

13 Fraternal order 

18 Wharton 
School subj. 

19 Fender damage 


collection 
24 Brown shades 

26 Of the eyes 

27 Director Pier _ 
^solini 

28 White heron 

29 Hasten 

30 Approximately 

31 Not so 

' dangerous 

32 Way in 
36 Provincial 
39 Mine vein 
41 Synagogue 
44 Piled 

46 Exorbitant 
prices 


aemNG- 

OFFKE 


Thursday's Pusle Solved 


E9I3BEI BBQdOl Bl 

gcinii DaoiaB Bbui 

HB EIB B HHH mnwiHB i 

DDHQ EIEUZII 

BQBBQ BQEna 

DBQOQCI OQIIDBBI 
sQciD BaQEna ~ 
Smnm BIMD 

E3BOQ 

SOElBQIsiaQ HHEnggn 
DQCIB S3DD13D 
iBO gaCl Ii QDQQ 
IZinLiujkMOQBQIi EUll 
Qgiaii DDQBQ PIHU, 
HBBB BaPEIB BHHI 







PHAT SCRAMBLED WORD 

by Henri AmoM Md MM AlffMlfl 

3ne letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 

The rooms 

aresoacioiis dB 


SUNEE 


Mutt’n’Jeff 





Shmela 

Grini 

Phof 


il i I ; >bf« uaM 

M>ertitwne 


48 Sun Devils sch. 
50 Meter starter? 
5t Dieting 
a^eetTve 
52 Oist. across 

55 Some bme 
hence 

56 Solita 7 

57 Coal ending*? 


59 In (as a 

whole) 

60 On a cruise 

61 ImpudenCy 
bold 

63 End of pay' 

64 ■_ Are My 
Sunshine* 

65 Crux 



TUILGY 








Answer: TOO 


WHY The 
M6NT 

PIPNT APF^ 
TO THAT 
OpgRA 


^ SAk iA riilii 

!®r 

“aaic,. 


Yssisfda/s I ^\in*Aes: DUSKY ABYSS BEAUTY <? 
' Answer; Easy to erijoy after a hard 
SOME SUDS 
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World Bank report says Palestinian market 
is the solution to revive Jordanian economy 


** ACCORDING TO a World Bank 
report issued in September, the only 
solution for Jordan at the present 
dme to revive the economic situa- 
tion is to open the Palestinian mar- 
ket to Jord^an exports, especially 
as the Iraqi market is closea due to 
UJ^. sanctions. The report, a copy 
of which received by the goV- 
emment, said there are still many 
economic imbalances that must be 
remedied if economic indications 
are to be improved 
The report emphasised the impor- 
tance of continumg the privatisation 
policy including the water sector 
which registers an annual JD50 mil- 
lion deficit. It also listed the need to 
amend the insurance 



raise university fees and to focus on 
supporting the poor through the 
Nation^ Aid Fund during the com- 
ii^ period. 

The World Bank recommended 
lowering the price of bread from 200 
^s per ulogramme to 150 fils and 
reconsidering the subsidy given to 
foodstuffs. It advised the govern- 


ment to abolish customs exemptions 
which cost the state large amounts 
of money and to restructure the 
Kingdom's general budget if the 
deficit, which reached JD454 mil- 
lion before grants, is to be covered. 

The report expects economic 
growth to retreat to 0.6 per cent in 
1998 and remittances from expatri- 
ates to drop to 20 per cent for the 
same year. Foreign currency 
reserves at the Central Bank were 
forecast lo decline from $1,693 mil- 
lion in 1997 to $1,340 million in 
1998. However the bank expects the 
privatisation of the cement company 
and the telecommunications firm to 
raise between $400 million and 
$500 million which would be used 
to compensate the Central Bank for 
the drop in reserves. 

The World Bank said the Jordanian 
society is not convinced with the 
economic reform programme and 
the privatisation policy followed by 
the govemmeut. Furthermore, the 
bank described the Jordanian public 
sector as unproductive (A1 Aswaq). 


Muasher expects Hilton Hotel to open in June 


** THE GENERAL assemblies of 
both the .A1 Dawliya for Hotels & 
Malls and the United Hotels Interna- 
tional Group have agreed to mer^e 
and retain the name of A1 Dawliya for 
I Hotels & Malls after the merger. 
Nabil Muasher, president of ±e exec- 
Qiive committee that oversaw the 
mei^ process, estimated the coital 
of the new company at about JD41 
milli og of whicn the share of A1 
Dawliya was JD27.5 million. 

Mnasher indicated that the merger 
was necessitated by the difficult pre- 
sent conditions, mainly the high cost 
of borrowing to finance the compa- 


ny's projects. He said that the designs 
for the Hilton Hotel and for the land 
on which the hotel will be built are 
now the property of the new entity. 

Muasher expected the hotel to open 
next June and noted that it will be a 5- 
star hotel comprising 300 rooms. As 
the area of the building will be 74,000 
square metres, the hotel will also 
include 45 commercial stores, four 
cinemas, restaurants and all other 
facilities of advanced modem hotels. 
The cost of .building the hotel is esti- 
mated at TD40 miliJoD (AI Aswaq). 


El Al Airlines 
to offer inflight 
money changing 


TEL AVIV iji) — El Al 
Israel Airlines said Sunday it 
would be the world’s first 
carrier to provide money 
changing services inflight. 

Spokesman Nachman 
Klieman said El Al’s 
Fly&Change service would 
allow passengers to buy up to 
SSOO worth of the local cur- 
rency of their destinalioD. 

’’We’re not talking about 
big sums of money. We're 
talking about the amount of 
money people generally need 
to get themselves start^ on a 
trip," Klieman told Reuters. 

B Al said it would initially 
operate the Fly&Change ser- 
vice on select flishts fiora 


Tel Aviv to Paris, London. 
Frankfurt and Zurich this 
month. The airline said ii 
planned to expand the ser- 
vice to all of its destinations. 

Klieman said El Al would 
be using an automated 
device developed in Ireland 
to provide the service. 

He said £I Al would oflTer a 
comp)etidve exchange rate 
and that the service would be 
subject to Israeli currency 
regulations. 

El Al expects revenues ot' 
100 million shekels (S23.I 
million) from its duty-free 
and exchange services in 
1999, up from an expected 
SO million shekels this year. 


Singapore tops Asian 
city for business 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Foitune magazine has 
named Singapore as the top 
ci^ in Asia to do business in 
1998. citing factors such as 
quality of life and the busi- 
ness environmenL 

The South East Asian city- 
state was followed by 
Tokyo. Osaka and Hong 
Kong, the U.S.-based maga- 
zine said in a press state- 
ment. 

Kuala Lumpur topped the 
list in Asia last year before 
the Asian financial crisis 
plunged the economy into 
recession and fears of polit- 
ical instability rose with the 
arrest of former deputy 
prime minister .Anwar 
Ibrahim. Fortune, which 
compiled the list with the 
assistance of consultancy 
firm Arthur Andersen, also 
looked at factors such as the 


□umber of new businesses, 
the increase in employmenr.: 
crime rates and the environ- 
ment. 

in Europe, London took 
the number one spot, fol- 
lowed by Paris and Glas- 
gow, while in the U.S.. 
Austin Texas topped the list. 
Las Vegas and Salt Lake 
City took the wo and three 
position. 


Year s Spedal Offers 

wn) 


Intonational Tours 

TeL 5816294-5816532 


^Gddle East Tours 

TeL 5533494 


Sprii^ Toms Jordan 

TeL 5525356 -552S357 

Christmas 23 /u. 2 sa 2 
New year 30/12 - 1/1 




5 , 4 4^ 3 Stars Hotels / Gala Dinner 
Full Program 



email;swe(S@index.com.io 




Are You Preparing For Exams? 

Sweis Education Center Can Help You Succeed! 

IGCSE, GCE, *A'-Level, IB, SAT I & II. TOEFL. GRE, GMAT, 
Career & University Guidance, Essay and Research He^. 
(Licensed by the Ministry of Education) 


SEC is now offering a twenty (20) hour revision cours^ for. 
IGCSE, GCE, IB and A-LEVEL students. SEC students are taught 
by faculty who are experts within their fields. 50% hold Ph.D.s & 


50''i» huld M.istcrs degrees. 




fCOMPUTERIZBD TOEFL COURSES! 


iir| 


For more information piease call between 1 1 ;00-1 :00 or 
4:00-6;30pm.. Telephone: 5526121 or 079/525946; 

Loc.: Urn Uthaina, Hani's Office Building next to Al Issar Rower Shop & Tannoureen Rest 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

Iboe’s a grand trine in fire ngns 
gding on. v^iuch always lights you 
op. Id fatx you're lighting others up. 
too. as we Be cautious about 
uhtt )iou say. however, especially 
ivith soQieb^ you love. Make 
sat you don't accidentally hun someone's feelings by coming on too 
anxig. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20; You may fee) like you're under attack, 
's just there's a grand cross in fixed signs going on. Notxtdy 

aod no thing seems to be getting accomplished Actually. 
:'accon^dishine sonteihing. You're making sure your needs are 
is very inponani now. Stick to your guns. 

(May 21 to June 21) Your work b challenging, but you're 
feq Some of whatyou're learning b making things harder. The 
is conung in, but it's contradicting whai you thought you 
■haH Keep after it You're bound to discover the facts; that's more 
ibm somdxxfy else's iuterpretanon of the truth. 

(June 22 to July 21) You're decisKe and powerful, as wefl 
a'ffhrrinnnip You nught have a strong sense that you don't have 
money. Even thmigh it's not altogether true, why not figure out 
iratf^ a Bdle more, instead of ^>ending more? Thai would calm 
and give you carii in reserve. 

(July 22 to August 21) It seems as if somebotfy’s not letting you 
_ _ you w ant ActuaQy, it could be anexher side of your own per- 
noidity slowing you down, and that’s not necessarily a bad thing. You 
etto get an awful lot of good advice fiom your owti considerations. Yxr 
Ikrwi 10 tbetn and heed what they have to ueacb you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22.1 You're generally good about 
teqsng your agiwmiCTrit but it looks lite something has snuck up on 
you that you don’t want to handle, so it’s almost overdue. \ou could 
®*ne as as you ever get to misang a deadline. Better go through 
your list again and check, just to be on the safe side. 


HOROSCOPE 


FOR£CAST-FOR^:M(^AY, I*fO;iaBi4BER:9^1998 


B\ Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Senices. Inc. 



LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) .A couple of strc>Dg leaders want 
t6‘."tontitH"y^ life, and'dTe>’’re 
figiinog fiic ydur attendbeuks lip to 
you uticb way you so. Pick die one 
drai's going to lead vou where want 
to go. Don't be an icfioi about this. 
Pay atiemion to what's going on around you. 

SCORPIO: (Octobo- 23 to November 2f I Don't get into a snii if things 
dm'i go quite the way you waiu. You're im in connol of the shuaniixL which 
should be obvious. For a chang e. sotnd>od>‘ w-anis to order you around 
Ycu'll do weQ to ccsnpdy graciously. Thai's your best chance for regaining 
die power in thb situation. If you resist you’ll only make rnatiers wone. 
SAGTriARIUS: (Novendxr 22 to December 21) You're under pres- 
sure, but that's OK. You're also very creative. You'll be ^le to solve the 
fxoblem, once you figure out exactly what it b. 'That's the difBculi part 
You're gcMng to have to figure it out for yourself. Once you've got that 
part mastoed, the rest b going to be ea^'. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Focus on how you can 
best invest your time and talent Looks like there's a way fer you to pro- 
vide a bale securi^ for yourself and your family. Thb could be nothing 
more significaai than buying your canned goo^ in case lots. Food b a 
•wonderful way to save, altbou^ you'O probably think of many other 
ways. 

AQUARIUS:(Januaiy 21 toFrirruary 19) Ifyou don't speak up. there's 
going to be a logjam, and oothiog will get accomplished. Two powerful 
people are arguing over wfio's in control, aod both could be missing 
something important That's w)iere you come in. Y’our vote b pivotal. 
Once you've made that dedsion. the next move b to find the money. 
PISCES: (Frixuaiy 20 to March 20 1 There seems to be more wockthan 
play today, but don't worry about it It's just preparation for beoer times 
to come. Besides t hat, your energy level should be high. Ybu're feeling 
a little pressed, but that's OK You can pow er through it and that's the 
asrignment acyw:^. 


British business urged to 
emulate U.S. counterparts 


BIRMINGHAM, En^and 
(AFP) — Britain's business 
sector w'as uiged last week 
to more closely emulate its 
U.S. counterpart, with both 
a top goveniTneni minister 
and a U.S. auto executive 
highlighting shortfalls in 
the work culture. 

Alex Trotman. chairman 
■ o£ Ford, told the Confedera- 
tion. of British Industry's 
(C61!s) annual conference 
here that U.S. work ethics 
were needed to boost pro- 
ductivity. 

The U.S.-based auto man- 
ufacturing giant's British 
assembly plants “are at 
least 20 per cent less pro- 
ductive than our best plants 
in the U.S.," be said. “We 
attribute that to work prac- 
tices, excessive indirect 
labour and infrastructures, 
among other things." 

Trotman said that in the 
United States, 35 per cent 
of U.S. university graduates 
go into engineering fields, 
while in Europe, the num- 
ber is only eight per cent. 

“Manufacturing careers 
are avoided by too many 
talented people, here in the 
U.K. and throughout 
Europe. As a resulL die best 
and the brightest do not 
aspire to manufacturing 
careers," be indicated. 

Even Britain's ruling 
Labour Party has shown it 


is aware of the problem: 
Recently it even criticised 
Rover — a British marque 
of car now owned by BMW 
— for low productivity. 

Some officials, including 
Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer Gordon Brown, have 
pinned a spate of Job losses 
on the problem. 

That message was rein- 
forced ■ when Minister for 
Trade and Industry Peter 
Mandelson gave the confer- 
ence a speech about how 
Britain should celebrate 
entrepreneurs “as it does its 
pop stars and footballers." 

“TVe must remove the bar- 
riers to enterprise in this 
country," he said. "Reward 
risk taking. Encourage 
innovation and creativity. 
Seek to emulate the suc- 
cessful formula of die Unit- 
ed States' dynamism and 
enterprise." 

Mandelson promised 
measures to end the “stigma 
of failure" facing business- 
men who have been bank- 
rupted. 

“In the U.S. — 1 saw it for 
myself when 1 was there the 
other week — some of the 
most successful entrepre- 
neurs are those who have 
failed once or twice. Banks 
and society as a whole don't 
write people off as failures. 
They see them as people 
who have learned." be said. 
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Many villas and 
apaitnents for 

lent and sale 

^iffnished & Unfurnished 
Niminlbnnationcall: 
^„^un Real Estate 

Web Site is 
'wvw^bdoun.com.jo 




ilNOUR 






Jordan Market? la ce *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ORDAN Marketplace 


DAJANl JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


Studio HAiC 

; i .y , 

OMlbp'V^ 
ourshbpawffl^ ; ‘ 

* jwiBb 


* fme enJbfieeMOt 
50 X 30 exfu : . ' •• 


Shmeisanf - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Cufpifieh Tel: 822891 





Qurfity SwrAemd SiStes 

*One &Tvra Bedrooms *FuHy 
Equipped Klttfienenes *DaQy & 
Long Stay *Reasonable Rates 


SthChcle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 

e4nan ; aysalO ggconijo 



There's obsolutsly no 
Price IHie our pric^ 





SRNRBEL 



Reel Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
T«t. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


JLmxtxJw 

Hotel 



At 6th Circle 
Tel.; 5510001 



Shehrazad Restaurant 

Treat Your Guest in Style 
at the Highest Spot in Amman. 



“Now you can rent 
or buy offices 
with long-term financing 

oD 

CENTER 

> a 


For ftjrther information Tel. 4645324/5, ftx 4645326 
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G raf roars back 
with title No. 1 05 


LEIPZIG (AFP.) — Steffi 
Oral* put her long injury 
nightmare firmly behind her 
on Sunday by viinning the 
S450.(XX) WTA Tour event 
here for the fifth dme. 

Graf, competing as a non- 
seed at an event for the first 
time in 13 years, beat sec- 
ond-seeded Frenchwoman 
Nathalie Tauziot 6-3i 6-4 to 
wrap up her lOSth career 
title. 

In doing so the 29-year- 
old German kept up her 
remarkable record of never 
even dropping a set against 
the 3] -year-old Tauziai in 
20 meetings. 

"1 like playing Tauziat,*' 
admitted Graf. '‘She has a' 
good serve and comes to the 
net a lot — but that gives me 
chances.” 

Sure enough Tauziat had 
no answer to Graf's power- 
ful groundstrokes. 

Graf, who spent a record 
377 weeks as world number 
one. should now rise from 
22nd to 19± on the WTA 
computer after her 862nd 
victory in 977 matches in a 
career which has brought 
her 21 Grand Slam singles 
titles. 

Yet two months ago, a 
wrist problem, compound- 
ing a series of other injuries, 
almost persuaded seven- 
times Wimbledon champion 
Graf it was time to call it a 
day. 

But after setting an all- 
time career-earnings record 
for a sportswoman of 
$20,409,092 after another 
Leipzig success, her latest 
title should now enable her 
to set her sights on a place 
in the Masters later this 
month in New York as well 
as climbing back towards 
top spot. 

This week Graf has gar- 
nered another 319 points 
which ought to be just 
enough to see her into the 
Ma.sters even though she 
has played ju.st 11 louma-' 
menis this year. 

Before her win. closed out 
on her first match point after 
S3 minutes. Graf insisted 
.v.he would not emulate com- 



Former World No. 1 SteSi Graf 


patriot Boris Becker by 
dragging out the end of her 
career. 

“I don't want to finish like 
Boris," she told the daily 
newspaper Die Welt. “I 
would not be happy with my 
form going up and down. 


nor with not being able to 
give everything." 

She added: 'i will quit 
suddenly — let me keep the 
date a surprise." 

After talking her winning 
run in Leipzig to 25 match- 
es. that date must surely 


have receded into the dis- 
tance by a few months. 

‘it's been a super week," a 
beaming Graf acknowl- 
edged. An additional bonus 
was her reclaiming of her 
status as German No. 1 
ahead of Anke Huber. 


Brazil’s 

Sampaio 

looking 

for 

European 

stint 

TOKYO fAFP) — Cesar 
Sampaio. who scored three 
goals in Brazil's World Cup 
finals campaign, is looking 
for a fiiture in European 
football after his J-League 
club folds at the end of this 
season. 

“I don't want to make a 
decision now. I will talk 
with the club next month," 
the 30-year-otd midfielder 
told reporters about his 
transfer after his Yokohama 
Flugels beat Fukuoka 
Avispa 2-1 at home on 
Saturday. 

“I may go back to Brazil 
but 1 want to go to Europe. 
I prefer Europe to the J- 
League," Sampaio said. 
“After the World Cup, I 
received offers ^m 
England. Spain, Germany 
and France.” 

The J-League executive 
bo^ approved on October 
20 a plan by another 
Yokohama club, the 
Marinos, to absorb the 
financially-troubled 
Flugels. 

Flugels’ players and sup- 
porters have been protest- 
ing against the plan but to 
DO avail. 

Before his major contri- 
bution to Brazil's nm to the 
World Cup final, where 
they were beaten by hosts 
France. Sampaio bad kept a 
low profile in Japan since 
being sold by Palmeiras to 
Yokohama in 199S. Up to 
France ‘98. he had scored 
only three goals in 28 inter- 
nationals since wimiing his 
fust cap in November 
1990. He was recalled 
thanks to a recommenda- 
tion by B razili an cq>tain 
and fellow J-Leaguer 
Dunga. 



Jockey Gary Stevens takes SilverbuUetday to victory during the Breeders' Cup 
Juvenile Fillies race at Churchill Downs in LouisviDe, KY. (AFP jdioCo) 

Awesome Again stuns 
favourites in Breeders’ Cup 


LOUISVILLE, Kentucky (AFP) — 
Awesome Again stunned Classic 
favourites Skip Away and Silver Charm 
Saturday to give jockey Pat Day an 
awesome lOth Breeder's Cup race vic- 
tory. 

Awesome Again, a four-year-old bay 
colt by Deputy Minister, was making 
just his 12th career start, the second 
least in the star-studded Classic field. 

Hie 10 entrants had combined to earn 
just under $29. S million in purses, and 
the purse for the race itself had been 
boosted from $4 million to S5.12 mil- 
lion with the supplemental entries of 
Gentlemen and Silver Charm. 

In front of a Breeder's Cup record 
crowd of 80,452, Awesome Again 
roared from behind, taking a short lead 
in the final 16th of a mile. 

Kentucky Derby and Preakness win- 
ner Silver Charm was hot on his heels 
and Ireland's Swain was. challenging, 
despite drifting to the far outside. 

Day and Awesome Again hit the wire 
in 2:02 over a fast tra^ in the I 1/4- 
raile event, followed by Silver Charm 
and Swain. 

Skip Away, who won the Classic at 
Hollywood Park in Los Angeles - last 
year, finished sixth, failing in his bid to 
surpass Cigar in career winnings and 
become racing’s first $10 million-horse. 

Trainer Pat Byrne said he knew the 
race was in the bag at the eighth pole. 

“Awesome Again's ^ot an incredible 
kick and he lucked in very strong,’* 
Biyne said. “I have a lot of confidence 
in Pat Day." 

Day is the leading Breeders' Cup 


jockey with 10 wins. Three of those 
have come in the Classic, one of seven 
races on the Breeder's Cup programme. 
Only Jerry Bailey, with four, has more 
victories in the Breeder’s Cup premier 
event. 

The first meeting between Silver 
Charm and Skip Away became just a 
footnote as Awesome Again remained 
undefeated in six 1998 starts, including 
a win over Silver Charm in the Stephen 
Foster Handicap; 

“1 think he's a brilliant racehorse." 
Byrne added of the Canadian-bred. 
“He’s done everything perfect and 1 
think he should be considered for 
Horse of the Year." 

Gentlemen, whose connections paid 
$800,000 to supplement him into the 
draw, eased up in the stretch and fin- 
ished last. 

Trainer Richard Mandella said 
• Gentlemen bled and will be retired > 
the coming week. 



FOR SALE 


OPPORTUNITY FOR INVESTORS, 
LAWYERS OR INTL COMPANIES 

6-floor office building with 5-star finishing. 

Top location within walking distance to the Central 
Court, Abdali Bus Station, King Abdullah Mosque. 

Building consisting of: 

4-floor offices (each floOT 4 offices with a total of 300 
sq.m.) 

1 floor parking 
1 floor storage 


If interested call: 

Mobile: 079-538849 or Fax: 5694661 



Bayern race further ahead 


COLCXjNE (AFP) — Bayern 
Munichconfinned their status 
iiv overwhielming title 
I'avourites Saturday with a 
crushing 3-1 victoo' over city 
rivals I860 Munich. 

The match at a packed 
Olympic Stadium only 
livened up after the break 
when Bayern finally began to 
:i<<.sen their authority. 

Jens Jeremies, formerly of 
I860, hit the opener on the 
hour and within four minutes. 
Alexander Zickler had made 
it two and Thomas Linke 
rounded things off with the 
third in the 87th minute. 

lS60's defender Jochen 
Kientz scored a consolation 
goal in the 90th minute. 

The result left Bayern eight 
points clear of second-placed 
1 860. who could be displaced 
by Bayer Leverkusen if the 
luner beat Smttgort on 
Sunday. Leverkusen w’ould 
then be six points adrift. 

Reigning champions 
Kaise^iauiem. moved up to 
I'ourth but with ten points to 
make up on the leaders, fol- 
lowing a 1-0 win at Freiburg. 

The top score of the day was 
at Wolfsburg, where the hosts 
a nnih ilated Borussia 

Monchengladbach 7-1 . 

Monchengladbach are now 
ut their lowest ebb in the 
Bundesliga. 


Saturday's 7-1 loss came 
after last week's 8-2 home 
hammering by Leverkusen. 

Charles Akonnor. Andrzej 
Juskowiak and Roy Pra^ all 
scored a pair apiece with 
Biyan O’Neill from Scotland 
completing the scoresheet 
Schalke chased dowir a 2-0 
deficit in Hamlxiig and drew 
2-2 after late goals by Martin 
Max and Youri Mulder. 

Hansa Rostock and 

Eintracht Frankfurt also 

enjoyed a 2-2 draw while 

Bochum ended Henha 

Berlin's recent good run with 
a 2-0 riciory.- 

The teams’ 18$tfa deiby was 
hyped up this week in the 
German press but 1860 wilted 
under the pressure. 

“10 or 15 years ago (our 
derbies) were more serious 
affairs.” Bayern president 
Franz Bectenbauer said, 
commenting on the 63,000 
crowd's good behaviour. “Bin 
we have taken the edge off 
things since we’ve got to 
know each other better. And 
that's flowed on to the ftms.” 
Friedel Rausch saved 
Borussia Monchengladbach 
fiom relegation last season 
but now his days seem num- 
bered. 'T’ve been a coach for 
so long now but to suffer two 
such massive defeats. I never 
even had that as a player.” 


Rausch said. 

Hertha Beriin's Dariusz 
Wosz was sent off for tripping 
against Bodium. the team he 
captained last season. ‘T 
caught Frank Fahienboist 
with my foot but 1 was chang- 
ing dir^OD aiKl didn't do it 
deliberately,'' Wosz said. 

VfL Bochum's new 
Yugoslav signing Zdravko 
Driddc, who only arrived on 
Thursday, seated their 24) win 
widi an 89th minute goaL 

Kaisersluitem followed up 
dieir Cban^ions League vic- 
tory over I^V Eindhoven 
midweek with a 1-0 v/in in 
Beibuig. Marian Hristov 
marked tihe winner in the 37th 
minute. 

Hansa Rostock’s Igor Pamic 
got an early trip to the show- 
ers for elbowing an Eintracht 
Frankfurt defendec His side 
was still able to grab the lead 
though throu^ Timo Lange’s 
goal in the 86ih minute. Bond 
Schneider then shot a 2-2 
equaliser seconds laier. 

Hamburg looked winneis 
after goals by Bemd 
HoUedsadi and Tony Yeboah 
on either ride of half time but 
Scfaalke's striker duo Martin 
Max and Youri Mtdder 
equalised in die 77tfa and 80di 
minutes. 



Jens Jeremies (bottom) of FC Bayern Munich colldes with Miroslav Stevie of TSV 
1860 Munich as they fight for the ball during their German Bandesiisa match in 
Munich (AFP photo) 
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Tommi Makinen of Finland powers through a water obstacle, during the final stage of Rally Australia at the 
Bunnings camp, east of Perth. Making won the rally with a time of 3^2:48.7, with Carlos Sainz of Spain in sec- 
ond place, and Didier Auriol of France in third place (AFP Photo) 

Makinen wins Rally Australia, Sainz cries foul 


PERTH (AFP) — Flying Finn Tonimi 
Makinen dr^atically won Rally 
Australia here Sunday, keeping alive 
his hopes of clinching a recoil third 
successive champion World Rally 
Driver crown. 

Makinen, 34, finished the four-day 
event 16.5 seconds ahead of Apan's 
Carlos Sainz, but only after stewards 
^celling a one-minute penalty 
imposed the previous night for 
allegedly **jumpu]g** the start of that 
day's final stage. 

“It's a scandal," declared Sainz. 
whose defeat relegates him from lead- 
ership in the world champion stand- 
ings to second place. 

Makinen, in a Mitsubishi Lancer, 
be^ this rally trailing Sainz by two 
points, but now leads in the charge for 
the title with S8 — two more than the 
Spaniard, in a Toyota Corolla, who. 
was world champion in 1990 and 
1992. 

Hie final rally in the 13-event pro- 
gram. the RAC Rally in Wales, starting 
November 21, now looms as a fierce 


confrontation between Makinen and 
Sainz, the only drivers left in con- 
tention for the sport's top prize. 

Makinen 's unexpected one-minute 
bonus gave him renewed incentive as 
he moved up from sixth to second at 
the start of tiie final day. 

Tnuling Sainz by 22.8sec. the Finn 
drove superbly to finish with a com- 
fortable margin. 

Frenchman Didier Auriol, driving a 
Toyota Corolla, dropped from second 
to third place after the adjustment to 
Makinen's time, and held that posi- 
tion, 8.5sec further back. 

The one-minute penalty was 
imposed on Makinen when he was 
found Saturday night to have 
“jumped" the start of the final stage 
that day. the special Langle>' Park leg 
in the hcatt of Perth city. The 
Mitsubishi team protested and stew- 
ards ruled Sunday the penalty should 
be removed on a technicality. A furi- 
ous Sainz told a television channel 
covering the event: “It's a scandal. It's 
quite clear what happened last nlghL A 


crowd of 20,000 people (at Langley 
Park) and the TV cameras all saw it. 
but there is no penalty applied." 

“In Formula One. if you jump the 
start, you get a stop/go penalty. I feel 
sorry for Tommi. but it is quite clear 
what happened and something should 
have been done about it," Sainz said. 

Makinen said: “1 don't believe 1 
jumped the start, but I got the penalty." 

Mitsubishi team manager Phil Short 
said: 'The start signal system is not in 
the FLA (Federation Internationale de 
TAutomobile) regulations. That is 
why we protested. The stewards 
accepted this.'* 

In their decision, stewards said; “We 
accept that neither the FIA 
International Sporti.ng: Code, the gen- 
eral prescriptions for the ^orld Rally,- 
Championship, or the event suppler 
mentaiy regulations provide for evi- 
dence presented to have proved con- 
clusively the 'jump start' regulations 
for the event were breached.” 


i 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Becker gives Stockholm a miss 

MUNICH (AFP) — German veteran Boris Becker 
brought the curtain down on his season prematurely on 
Sunday by revealing he would not play this week's 
$825,000 event in Stockholm. Becker bad a wildcard for 
the tournament, which he won in 1988, 1990. 1991 and 
1994. Fellow German Nicolas Kiefer will also miss the 
event. 

Corretja faces Kafelnikov in Moscow 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Spain's Alex Corretja, ranked sixth 
in the world tennis rankings, will take lop seed for the 
$1.1 25-million Kremlin Cup ATP tour event beginning 
here on Monday. Lx>ca] favourite Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 
who won the event la.^t year, is seeded second. The 
l^ussian needs a good showing to help him qualify for the 
Jght-man ATP Tour World Championships in Hanover. 
Germany, later this month. Switzerland's Marc Rdsset. 
Croatian Goran Ivanisevic and Russian Andrei 
Cherkasov, three previous w'inners. also take part. 

Charbonnier to miss season 

GLASGOW (R) — Rangers' French international goal- 
keeper Lionel Charbonnier will miss the remainder of the 
season because of a knee injury sustained in his club's 
UEFA Cup triumph. Tests have revealed Charbonnier tore 
a cruciate ligament when his studs caught in the turf dur- 
ing the second round triumph over Bayer Leverkusen on 
Thursday. Charbonnier, who joined Rangers from French 
club Auxerre for £1.2 million (S2 million) in July, will 
undergo surgery and then face eight months on the side- 
lines. 

I plays down Davis Cup chance 

BARI (R) — Italy's Davis Cup captain believes his team 
has only a “45 percent" chance of winning next month's 
final against defending champions Sw^en. T know 
we're not favourites, but we're not too out of the running 
either," Adriano Panatta told reporters on Saturday. 
Panatta may have to resign himself to the loss of Andrea 
Gaudenzi who is still recovering from injury. “He’s better 
but we've got to keep an eye on him. We'll have to see 
how things go," Panatta said. 

I won’t do a Becker — Graf 

BONN (AFP) — • Germany's former World No. 1 tennis 
star Steffi Gr^ said in remarks published Sunday that she 
would not emulate Boris Becker by dragging out the eml 
of her career. “I don't want to finish like Boris." she told 
the doily newspaper Die WcIl “I would not be happy with 
my form going up and down, nor with not being able to 
give everything." The 29-year-old added: “I will quit sud- 
denly - let me keep the date a surprise." Graf, who has 
won more than 20 million dollars during her career but 
who has been plagued by injuries in recent seasons, added 
she still enjoyed playing teruiis “even if I don't show iL“ 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 


2 floors with vidependent spacious entrance and elevator. Total 
area 600 sqjn., 5 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 2 kitchens, etc. Fully 
fumishect air condlfloned with other luxuries. Suitable for 
higher rank diplomats, embassies, international corporations, 
etc. 

Please contact 5928391 or 079/540817 



SALSERA DANCE STUDIOS 


Teaching the art of dance in it’s many 
wonderful forms:- 
Separate classes for adults, 
children and teenagers. 

Ihp dancing, Modem Jazz, Classical Ballet 

Dance aerobics. Boys rap and Caucasian Russian dance 

Flamenco 

G.T.S.S. Gentle toning stretch and strengthen (suitable for 
mature ladies also) 

BALLROOM^ WAL1Z, TANGO. SALSA AND MERINGUE. 

Call to confirm desses - Tel.: 5862404, S863048 or 
Mobile: 079/522914 Fax: 5411418 
Situated near MacDonald’s, Sweifieh 



Large variety of x-mas decorations, Trees 
cards & A big variety of Toys 
is available at wholesale prices 
Get your place ready for the coming Holidays! 

Call 4611-260 or fax 4611-261 
and get everything you need at a great bargain. 


Jordan liines, Monday, November 9/l$98 
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Rusedski beats Sampras 

for Paris Indoor title 


PARIS (AFP) — Britain's 
Greg Rused^ won tiie 
men’s singles title at the Paris 
Indoor Open here on Sunday * 
when he dethroned World 
No. 1 Pete Sampras by scor- 
ing a tremendous 64. 7-6 
(7/4). 6-3. 

The match lasted just Ihr 
44nun. 

It was Rusedski's seventh 
career tide and his first win 
against Sampios in seven 
meetings. 

The victory kept alive the 
British number-two’s hopes 
of qualifying for the ei^- 
player ATP Championships 
in Hanover later this month, 
putting him ahead of Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov in the 
race to qualify for one of the 
three remaining berths. 

The otiter contenders to 
play in the final event of the 
season are Karol Kucera of 
Slovalda and Rusedski's 
Davis Cup team-mate Tim 
HenmaiL 

Sampras, whose bid to end 
the season as the world's 
number-one for a record sixth 
season is under threat from 
Marcelo Rios of Chile, bad 
w(xi the event in 1995 and 
1997. 

By reaching the Paris final 
and with just one week of 
tournaments left (Stockholm, 
Santiago and Moscow) 
before the ATP 
Championships — Sampras 
is sure of staying on top of 
the rankings for another 
week when they are pub- 
lished on Monday. 

He has also extended the 
number of weeks he has been 
ranked number-one to 245 — 
third in the all-time lists 
behind Ivan Lendl (270) and 
J immy Coiuiors (268). 

Rusedski's seospn was dis- 
rupted by a three-month lay- 
off because of ankle and 
wrist injuries. 

Rusedski, who finally fired 
down 18 aces, bad tremble 
with bis first serves tbrou^- 
oui the first set. But when 
Sampras lost a careless ninHj 
game after double-faulting 
twice, he seized his chance 
and Imugbt the excited 
crowd of over IZOOO specta- 
tors to their feet with a mag- 
nificem runnins forehand 



Briton Greg Rusedski celebrates after defeating title holder Pete Sampras of the U.S. 
in the final of the 13tb F^uis I^oor Tennis Ofren, Sunday at the Pai^Bercy Sports 
Palace. Rnsedsld won 6-4, 7-6, 6-3 (AFP photo) 


which left Sampras lunging 
into space. 

Having pocketed the first 
set in just 32 minutes, the 25- 
year-old British player came 
under tremendous pressure in 
the second. 

He trailed 0-40 in his first 
service game but showed 
tremendous derermination. 
recovering to save four break 
points. 

Sampras' next bid to cap- 
ture his opponent's serve two 
games later was more suc- 
cessful — Rusedski netting a 
forehand volley. 

But incredibly the defend- 
ing champion, serving to 
le\el at failed to press 


home the advantage. He hit 
two more do^Ie-iaults. 
{tiayed a lazy forehand wide 
and dropped his serve to 
Ixing Russia surging back. 

The set went into a tie- 
•bieak and it was Sampi^’ 
Run to feel ^ pressrae.- A 
oetred backhand and a drop 
shot running inches wide set 
up the British player to serve . 
for a two-set lead. He made 


no mistakes. 

Sampras looked visibly 
shaken at the start of ibe third 
set and the worst fears of his 
suppdurters were confirmed 
he dropped bis opening 
service game. 

Rusedski had begun to 
serve bullets and be was find- 
ing sj^ into whidi he was. 
threa^g his groundstrakes. 

There was no way back for 
the American. 


ANNOUNCEMENT FOR OPENING 
LAW OFFICE 


ADVOCATE - RECHTSANWALT 

A LAW OFFICE IS OPENNED BY 

Dr. jur. Salah Hmoud 

TO PROVIDE LEGAL AND CONSULTANT SERVICES IN ALL 
CIVIL COMMERCIAL, ADMNISTRATIVE AND PENALTY 
MAHERS ACCORDING TO THE JORDANIAN AND GERMAN 
LAW PROVISIONS IN COOPERATION WITH GERMAN 
LAWFIRMS 


JABAL AL-HDSSIBI - AL4ALEEL St HHOOD COMMERCIAL COnER 
Off. NO. 481 TEL +962 - 6 - 567I6E3 TELEFAX: + 962 • 6 • S678664 
P.0.B8X: S2f174 AMMAN 11192 JORBAN 
E«aT:6Lsa(ife(@fiiSKLCBn.jfl 


VACANCY 

A diplomatic mission In Amman has a vacancy 
for a Residence Coordinator to assist in man- 
aging official social activities and supervise 
domestic helpers. Applicants must be U.S. citi- 
zens with knowledge of bookkeeping, ability to 
draft correspondence, and use computers. 
Previous management experience in a similar 
position is highly desired as well as 
ability to speak some Arabic and knowledge of 
local environment. 

Only qualified applicants should submit 
resumes to P.O. Box 354, Amman 11118 
Jordan, attention: The Personnel Officer 
prior to November 19, 1998. 


UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN 
Scotland, United Kingdom 


Due to as urgent matter. Dr Alistair Smith has 
postponed his visit to Jordan until further notice. 

•ooeooe 




The British Council 

FiRt Circle, Jabal Axoman 

Registered in En^and as a charity na 209131 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARtF 
&TAIWAHHIRSCH 
Cl asi IMdi SVWCM, MX 

CUT OFF AT THE PASS 

Both vulaerable. North deals. 


NORTH 

*A107 

9JI88 

OJB 

«ABQ83 

WEST EAST 

*5 *K8S 

97658 ?E1094 

OQ104S ->AK873 

+ 10965 *2 

SOUTH 
♦QJ9648 
OAQ 
096 
«J74 


The bidding; 
NORTH KAST 


1<» 

s* 


SOUTH WEST 

DU 1« tai 

Pm 4* p«M 


Opening lead: Two of 0 

*ntere are times when the Uddi^ 
and pUy to the fint two tricks give 
you a Uneprint of the whole deaL If 
you don't make use of the mrailaUe 
informntion. you have no one to 
blame but younelL 

In the modern style South’s bid of] 
one spade over the tekeoct doidriei 
is a one-round fome, just as if East' 
bad passed rather than doubled. 
Norths raise to two spades with a 


sound opening, a rulBng value and 
good thieceard support was emi- 
nently- correct, as was South's con- 
tinuation togam& 

West M a low dinmond. East 
won with the king and shifted to 
the two of clubs. At ibis point 
declarer should know the whole 
hand. For the vulnerable takeout 
douUe, East must bold the ms\jor- 
suit kings and A K of diamonds, 
and the two of duke is sorely a sin- 
gleton. So Bast rates to have the 
kangdfqiBdea guarded twice. 

ance the spade is 

futUe, declarer woo the club in 
hand and played Uie ace of spades 
and another. Em shot up with the 
nnderieil the ace or diamonda 
to get partner in with the queen, 
and the club return netted the 
ddbnse a ruff Ibr a one^nefc seL 
That could have been avoided 
quite eaaily. Declarer ahonld have 
won the club in dummy at laiek two 
and taken the merked heart 
llnease. When the queen holds, 
dedorer cashes the ace of bearu, 
gets back to the table with the ace 
of spades and leads the jack of 
beai^ W'hen East covers with the 
iriinp declarer (Cscards the diamond 
loser Ecom hand. That shaClen the 
enemy conunonicatioas, and (here 
is no way <br West to obtatn a niff 
Dedarer loses only one trick in each 
suit except clubs! 


POSITION WANTED 

Graduated with Geiman business administration degree 
(Uni. Dortmund), muitiiinguai, strong computer skills. 

If interested, please contact in file foliovring address: 
Walid Jadalla, P.O. Box 142892, Amman 11814 


FULLY FURNISHED APARTHENr FOR RENT 

EXCELLENT VIEW — A/C UNIT DISH +TEL. 
LOCATION: TLA'A AL AU. 

CALL SA'ED AT: 079-520314 


for REisi-r 

SUPER DELUXE NEWLY FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, IMng room, 2 b ath ro oms , idtehen, 
backyard, garden, telephone, intercom. 

Location: West Amman, TIa'a Al Ali District (Gardens Streefi- 
It interested please call 5676875, 5816980 or 4912682 


VILLA FOR RENT (DABOUQ) 

. Super deluxe -Newly Bum- 500 sqan. 

Smell basement (used for fttnen room/pisying room. and 
storsa). Ground floor (2 salons, spacious kiteb^ master bed- 
room with Jaeuzs^ First flow (3 bedraome "two are mastw,'* 
passenger room). Front and back gtfden, private gar^e. 

If interested, please call: 5666570/1 


T 
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No Kurdish state intended, 
Iraqi Kurds reassure Ankara 


ANKARA (AFP) — Iraqi 
Kurdish leaders on Sunday 
reassured Tuikey that a 
recent peace de^ between 
their rival groups is not 
aimed at establishing a 
Kurdish state in northern 
Iraq. 

‘"It is not our imeatioo to 
establish an independent 
Kurdish state." a spokesman 
for the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan iPUK) said after a 
meeting here between PUK 
leader Jalal Talabani and 
Massud Barzani of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Partv 
(KDP). 

Turkey has been wary of a 
U.S.-sponsored agreement 
signed in Washington in 
September, in which the 
KDP and the PUK agreed to 
set up a transitional power- 
sharing goverrunent in 
northern to pave the 
way for elections for a 
regional assembly in sun> 
mer 1999. 

Ankara sees the 
Washington agreenient as a 
potentiid step towards the 
establishment of an indepen- 
dent Kurdish state in north- 
ern Iraq. 

Turkey fears that such a 
Kurdish entity in northern 
Iraq, which has been outside 
Bagdad's control since 
shortly a^r the 1991 Gulf 
war, will spawn support for 
the longstanding rebellion of 
the Kurdish labour Party 
CPKK) in southeastern 
Turkey. 

*The Washington agree- 
ment rules out PKK camps 
in the region." Bahram Salih, 
representative of the PL1<C in 
Washington, stressed. 

S alih said the Washington 
agreement was good news 
not only for the Iraqi Kurds, 
but for the neighbouring 


Turkish incursion 
into northern Iraq 

DIYARBAKIR (AETl — Tiukish troops have launched a 
massive incursion into northern Iraq to flush out some 
400 Kurdish rebels thought to have fled there from Syria 
last month, Tuiidsh newspapers reported Sunday. 

“25,CK}0 soldiers have penetrated 20 to 30 kilometres 
into noitbern Iraq,” the Hurriyet newspaper reported. 

It added that Turkish fighter jets and helicopters were 
bombing positions of the Kurdish Labour Par^ (PKK) 
there. The MiLliyet newspaper carried a similar report. 

Sunday's newspaper reports were denied by authorities 
in the region. 

‘There is no' operation,” a spokesman for the governor 
of the region in southeastern Turkey said. 

The General Staff in Ankara also said it had “no infor- 
mation" about such an incursion. 

Several hundred PKK fighters were last month report- 
ed to have sought refuge In northern Iraq after Syria 
bowed to Turkish pressure and agreed to expel all PKK 
rebels from its territory. 

Turkish troops have launched several cross-border 
operations in the past to pursue PKK units and cut off 
rebel supply lines. 

The PI^ has been waging an armed rebellion against 
Ankara since 1984. 


countries too. 

'Turkey is a strong neigh- 
bour, we cannot exclude it, 
and the development of our 
relations is beneficial to both 
sides.” 

“I have come to Ankara to 
develop our relations and to 
overcome some misunder- 
standings," he said. 

Both groups said the 
Ankara meeting hod gone 
well. 

“The talks were construc- 
tive and positive." a KDP 
spokesman said. 

'The implementation of 
the Washington agreement 
has been going very well," 
Talabani told reporters. 

“We remain loyal to the 
Ankara process," he said 


referring to an effort 
launched in 1996 by Ankara, 
London and Washington to 
broker a lasting peace 
between the KDP and the 
PUK. 

Clashes between the KDP 
and PUK have left more than 
3,000 people dead since 
1994. when a joint adminis- 
iration collapsed following a 
dispute o\’er the sharing of 
customs duties levied at the 
Turkish border, the region's 
principal source of revenue. 

Barzani earlier this week 
attempted to allay Turkish 
fears in talks with govern- 
ment officials. Talabani is 
due to meet with Turkish 
officials on Monday or 
Tuesday. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yemen, S. Arabia hold border talks 

SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh on 
Sunday discussed with Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz telephone the demarcation of his country's 
border with the kin^m, Yemeni radio said. Saudi Arabia 
and Yemen have b^ negotiating the demaication of both 
tiieir lerritorial and maritime boideis since 1995. Prince 
Abdullah, in remarks published by a Saudi newspaper on 
S^urday. said he did not oppose arbitration to resolve the two 
countries' border disputes. In July, Saudi and Yemeni fc«ces 
clashed on the disputed Red island of A1 Duwayima. 
After the clash, in whi«± three Yemeni soldiers were killed, 
Saudi Arabia and Yemen signed an agreement to avoid 
recourse to force to resolve their territorial di^xites. 

Palestinian donor nations 1o meet 

CAIRO (AFP) — Nations that provide financial aid to the 
Palestinian N^onal Authority (PNA) wiU meet in 
Washington next month, Palestinian International 
Coopeiation Minister Nabil Shaath said Sunday. The meeting 
was initially planned for Vienna but would ik>w take place in 
Washington on Dec. 4 at the request of the United States fol- 
lowing the signing there of the Wye River acccMii. he sud. 
according to Egypt's MENA news agency. Palestinian leader 
Yasser .4jofat anrxxjnced in Vienna the day after signing the 
acconJ on OcL 23 that European Union (EU) donor countries 
would meet in late November or early December. The EU 
provide.N 60 per cent of intemationa] aid to the Palestinians. In 
August the EU and other major donors — the World Bank, 
the United States. Japan and Norway — criticised the PNA 
for failing to est£d:>lish a clear plan for using the hundreds of 
millions of dollars in aid it receives each year. 

U.S. to deploy Patriots in Israel 

TEL AVTV — The United States has decided to deploy 

Patriot anti-missile missiles in Israel to protect the Jewish stare 
trom retaliation by Iraq in the event of a U.S.-led military 
strike, the Hebrew daily Maariv reported Sunday. It will take 
the United States 4S hours to tmnsfer the Patriots tium 
Europe, the paper said, without disclosing further details. 
During the 1991 Gulf war. Iraq fired 39 Scud missiles at 
Israel, leaving one dead and hundreds of wounded. 
Washington deployed Patriot niissOes at the time but. acccvd- 
ing to Israeli pr^ reports, the missiles failed to intercept a sin- 
gle incoming Iraqi Scud and caused more damage them- 
.selves. Defence analysts say Washington has since improved 
the missile.s‘ effectivene.ss in the face of competition from 
Russia'.s rival S-300 mi.ssile. 

Philippines detains 2 Turks in hypnosis scam 

LUCENA (AFP) — Two Turkish nationals have been arrest- 
ed in the Philippines for allegedly using hypnosis to swindle 
currency exch^ge operators, police said Surxlay. Lucena city 
police Superintendent Albert Garcia said Lemon Enm 40. 
and Nour Gole. 26. both of Istanbul, had allegedly hypnotised 
operators of currency exchange shcps into giving them 
money for the past month. It was not clear how' the diio oper- 
ated. and all tl% victims could say was that they hod been 
duped into giving the .suspeas money through hypnotism. 
Gt^ia said. Confiscated from the two men were 22 llX)-dol- 
iar-bills and some 3 1 .000 pesos i S795 ). police said. 

8 drug traffickers sentenced to death in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Eight men convicted of trafficking in 
drugs hav'e been senlenc^ to be hanged by a court in wesrem 
Iran, a newspaper reported Saturday. A revolutionary court in 
Sanonda^. tiK main town in Kurdistan province, had accused 
the eight leaders of a 22-member gang of smugglit^ mor- 
phine, heroin and opium into the country. Kayhan daily said, 
without giving a dare. Oie other memb^ of thie gang was sen- 
tenced to life in pri.son, another to 15 years in jail and two oth- 
ers. including a woman, to five years in jail each. 


Yemeni 
kills six 
with 
hand 
grenade 


SANAA lAP) — A man 
killed six people and 
injured his noother when 
he threw a hand grenade 
into a neighbour's house 
in southern Yemen, a 
newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

The man's mother was 
visiting the home of her 
neighbour, Hadi Na.sr 
Nasser, when her son 
threw a hand grenade into 
an open window, the A1 
Ayam newspaper reported. 

It did not say whether he 
knew his mother was in 
the house at the time. 

The man. who was not 
identified, was upset 
because of a land dispute 
with Nasser, the paper 
reported. 

Police are searching for 
the man, w'ho fled after the 
incident in the southern 
province of Lahej. the 
newspaper reported. It did 
not give other details. 

Fighting among rival 
clans, mostly over territor- 
ial claims, is common in 
Yemen, an impoverished 
and largely tribal country 
of about 17 million people 
in the southern port of the 
Arabian Peninsula. 

Weapons. including 
hand grenades, heav^ 
machine guns, rocket 
launchers and artillery, are 
not difficult to buy in 
Yemen. 



GREENPEACE PROTEST: Six Greenpeace activists prepare their gear prior to climbii^ Che peak of the 
.Austrian mountain 'Piz-Buin,' on Sunday. Greenpeace plans to stay at ffie top of the 3,312-metre-hi^ mountain 
for a week to protest against the slow progress of key issues at the IT.N. dinoate talks in Buenos Aires (Reuters 
photo) 


Iran denies role in Jerusalem bombing 


TEHRAN I AFP) — Iran 
denied on Sunday it had any 
role in the suicide bombing 
in Jerusalem two days ago. 
saying such attacks were 
rooted in the “suppression" 
of the rights of Palestinian 
people. 

Foreign ministiy 

spokesman Mahmoud 

Mohammadi said Iran hod 
been accused by “Zionist 
circles" and the Palestinian 
National Autborip' of hav- 
ing a hand in Friday's car- 
bomb blast in a crowded 
market in west Jerusalem 
that killed the two attackers 
and wounded 24 Israelis. 

The Palestinian group 
Islamic Jihad, which is 
opposed to the peace 
process with Israel, has 
claimed responsibility for 
the bombing. 

“Such incidents have roots 
in the imemal affairs of 
occupied Palestine and 
results from the suppression 
of the rights of the 
Palestinian nation," 


Mohammadi said, quoted by 
the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA. 

‘Tran has no role in this 
and linking it to foreign 
countries is a malicious 
effort to divert public opin- 
ion from problems in the 
occupied territories." 
Mohammadi charged. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
accused “foreign elements" 
of masterminding the attack, 
but did not mention Iran. 
But following a suicide 
bombing in the Gaza Strip 
last month which killed an 
Israeli soldier and prompted 
a Palestinian police crack- 
down on Islamists, the PNA 
accused Tehran of sponsor- 
ing a hardline faction within 
the largest militant group 
Hamas. 

It also accused Iran of 
being behind an unprece- 
dent^ threat of violence 
against the PNA which was 
sent to news organisations 
in the name of Hamas's 
armed wing after the crack- 


down. 

Fledgling relations 

between and the PNA 
were dealt a sharp blow last 
month after Iran’s supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei attacked Arafat 
as a “traitor and a lackey of 
the Zionists" for signing the 
Wye River peace accord 
with Israel. 

But Palestinian Au±ority 
Secretary-General Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim hit back, 
accusing Khamenei of being 
the leader of the “extremist 
faction in Iran which wants 
to aggravate the situation in 
the Palestinian territories to 
spark a civil war." “The 
Palestinian Authority is 
utterly coovinced that the 
hardlmers in Iran have suc- 
ceeded in infiltrating certain 
Palestinian factions which 
worked with Iran ' and 
received its aid in the pa.si," 
Abdul Rahim said. 

“Ortain elements depen- 
dent on the hardliners in 
Iran are carrying out its 


orders by inteosifying mili- 
tary operations to sabotage 
the [Wye River] agree- 
ment,” he said. 

Iran says it supports mili- 
tant Palestinian groups 
politically and morally, but 
denies providing material 
assistance. 

Meanwhile, IRNA report- 
ed that a memorial service 
will be held at Tehran's 
Amir-Kabir university on 
Tuesday to mark the third 
anniversary of the assassi- 
nation of Fathi Shiqaqi, for- 
mer leader of the Islamic 
■Jihad. 

Several Iranian, Lebanese 
and Syrian political figures 
will attend the ceremonies 
organised by Islamist stu- 
dent activists and university 
officials. 

Shakoki was murdered ^ 
siis^red Israeli agents in 
Malta in October 1995. A 
street in Tehran has been 
named after Shakoki and 
his portrait has been painted 
on a wall. 


Sudanese opponents 
criticise multiparty law 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Non-partisan Sudanese 
□ents in exile have critid^ 
Sudan's government for pro- 
posed political legislaticn 
Khartoum says would allow 
the formation of political par- 
ties in Sudan, the SUNA news 
agency said. 

Ahdiil Aziz Shiddu, the 
chairman of a pariiament^ 
ad hoc committee tasked with 
submitting a report on the leg- 
islation to parliament, said he 
received a letter frean Sudan's 
former President Gaafer 
Nimeiri in which the ousted 
dictator, who is exiled in 
Eg}^ praised the Illation 
as “an important stq> for 
establishing a multiparty sys- 
tem in Sud^." 

However. Nimeiri criticised 
a f»ovisi<Mi permitting at least 
1()0 eligible voters to set up a 
political party, saying this 
number should be increased 
and should represent all states 
to guarantee the national 
nature of the party. 

He also notkl that a political 
<Mganisations* le^strar 
appointed by the head of state 
should be subject to the will of 
that head of state. 

Shiddu said he also received 
a letter from Ahmad Ibrahim 
Diraij. a self-proclaitiied 
opponent not linked to any 
banned political party, in 
which D^j undeiiined the 
need for holding a constitu- 


tional conference to discuss 
peace and mmodties issues in 
SudarL 

Shiddu had invited all 
nents inside and outside Sudan 
to express their viewpoints on 
the legislation, noting tiiat 
opponents in exile would be 
guaranteed safe haven in 
Sudan for such talks. 

He has also aj^iealed to 
opponents in Sudan to take 
in public symposiums on 
tbett^ic. 

Nimeiri and Diraij were the 
only ones to respond from 
abroad, while dornestic oppo- 
nents have boycotted the 
declared symposiums. Both 
sides of the opposition insist 
on convening a constitutional 
conference by a transitional 
national ^vemment 

Shiddu quored Diraij as say- 
ing such a conference would 
discuss the question of peace 
in Sudan and the grievances of 
ethnic niiiKvities in Sudan. 

EXraij briefly served as gov- 
ernor for Darfor re^on in west 
Sudan during Nimeiri's 
r^ime in the 1970s, and has 
since then gone into self- 
imposed exSe. mostly in 
London. 

He declared his composition 
to Nimeiri and the sul^uent 
regimes, calling fw ^ual 
treatment of the Darfur people 
who he claims are deprived of 
equal opportunities with cen- 
tra and northern Sudan. 


Iran to take U.S. 
to court over 
radio service 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Tehran 
will protest to the 
International Court of Justice 
at the Hague over controver- 
sial new U.S.-funded radio 
broadcasts to Iran launched 
late last month. Foreign 
Minister Kama! Kharazi said 
Sunday. 

Iran will make formal 
coniplaints to “international 
bodies including the interna- 
tional court at the Hague.” he 
told the Abrar newspaper. 

“We have already taken 
measures on the issue of the 
$20 million the United States 
has set aside to combat the 
Islamic republic, lodging a 
formal complaint with inter- 
national judicial authorities,” 
he said. 

The Farsi language service 
of Radio Free Eurqpe/Radio 
Liberty (RFE/RL), whose 
programmes are produced at 
the radio's studios in Prague, 
“was set up to interfere in 
Iran's internal affairs,” 
Kharazi said. 

“The Czech Republic has 
put its territory at die dispos- 
al of the Americans, and we 
shall take a firm stance 
against any other state that 
helps the United States,” be 
warned. 

Iran recalled its ambas- 


sador from Prague last 
Tuesday and froze furdier 
economic cooperation, in 
protest at the Czech govern- 
ment’s agreement to the use 
of studios in Prague. 

Tehran claims die broad- 
casts are part of U.S. efforts 
to undermine the Islamic 
Republic, including eco- 
nomic sanctions and efforts 
to ensure Iran does not 
become a principal route for 
the export of Central Asian 
and Caspian oU to wold 
markets. 

lran-U.S. relations have 
been hostile since the seizure 
of the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran after the 1979 revolu- 
tion that ended die Western- 
backed monarchy. 

Washington has accused 
Tehran of supporting inter- 
nadoual rerrorism and under- 
mining the Middle East 
peace process. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albrigbt offered 
Tehran a “road map for nor- 
‘raalisation” earlier this year 
following the 1997 election 
of m^iate President 
Mohammad Khatami. 

But Tbhran has accused the 
United States of maintaining 
hostile policies despite “a 
change in tone.” 


Kuwaiti MP wants ban on Ramadan entertainment 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP.) — A 
Kuwaiti MP has called for a 
ban on cinema, theatre and 
“enteitainment tents” during 
the upcoming month of 
Ramadan, when Muslims 
fast from dawn to dusk, a 
local newspaper reported on 
Sunday. 

Walid A1 Tabtabai pro- 
posed to the National 
Assembly, or pzu'Uament 
that all cinema and theatre 
he stopped during Ramadan. 


as well as all adverts for the 
shows, the A1 Anba newspa- 
per said. 

“Ramadan is about pray- 
ing and staying away from 
everything that may distract 
Muslims from worshipping 
God.” Tabtabai said. 

He also called for a ban on 
“Ramadan tents." popular 
gathering places organised 
by restaurants and five-star 
hotels for people to break a 
day's fasting with music and 


a buffet. 

Tabtabai, a former reli- 
gious studies professor, is a 
member of the Scientific A1 
Salof Movement, a strict 
Islamic political group. 

Reactions from fellow 
SaJafites were mixed. One 
former chainnan said that 
people should comply with 
the rules of Islam, but anoth- 
er said Tabesfoai's proposal 
was unwise and overlooks 
the priorities of Ramadan. 


“It is not the right way to 
adopt Islamic rules. We must 
seek to convince people 
rather than impose [rules on 


them],* 

Misb^. 

Abdul 

Redha, 

famous 


said Nazim A1 


Hussein Abdul 
Kuwait's most 
stage actor, criti- 
cised Tabtabai's [Hoposal, 
saying that all artistic 
endeavours during Ramadan 
included an educational 
me.ssage. 


“Is our Islam different 
from Islam in Egypt, Gulf 
states and other and 
Islamic countries?” be 
asked. “People who' fast dur- 
ing die day like to have some 
entertainment at nighL” 

In 1997 the information 
ministry acted on parUamen- 
taiy recommendations and 
baraed music concerts and 
shows that -contravene 
Islamic Sharia law and the 
traditions of Kuwait. 



Politician in soup 
over peacock 
dinner 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
speaker of India’s lower 
bouse of parliament r^xifted- 
ly attended a dumer at whidi 
the menu included protected 
.species indudiog peacock, a 
newspaper said Sunday. Wid 
boar and spotted deer were 
also araoiig the delicacies 
served by a party colleague in 
the southern state of Andhra 
Pradesh, The Indian Express 
rqxaied Andhra PraJesh 
Fnest Minister K.E 
Prabhakar warned of “strict 
actioo" against the guilty 
'however powerful friey may 
be.’* The Express said the 
politidan who served the din- 
ner at his village last month 
had gone underground to 
escape arrest along with h: ' 
cooks and some relatives. 

Patriarch apolo^ses 
toseunt 

AEGINA (AP) — A 
Giristian Orfoodox saint 
praised fer hon&>^ and char- 
ity received a posthumous 
apology Sunday for his mis- 
treatment at die hands of 
malicious rivals. Patriarch 
Peter vn of Alexandria said 
tc^ clergymen felt it was time 
to formally clear the reputa- 
tion of Saint Nectarios 7$ 
years after his death on 
Aegina, an island about 20 
kilom^res southwest of 
Athens. Nectarios was elect- 
ed to the senior church rank 
of metrc^litan bishop of a 
Greek community in Egypt 
in 1889 only to be expell^ 
the following year. It i 
believed that jealous cleigy- 
men falsely accused him of 
plotting 10 oust the patriarch 
and seek the position for him- 
self. 

Harrison Ford 
‘sexiest man alive' 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Rugged Hffliisca Ford has 
been named the “sexiest man 
alive" by People magazine 
because of his “green-grey 
eyes, the sle[X-on hair [and] 
the endearing scar on the 
chin." FcmxL S6, who became 
a sex symbol with '^‘ ” 
'Indiana Jones" series ^ f 
films and has a new movk' 
“Six Days, Seven Nights" 
out beat teenaged heart- 
throbs Leonardo DiCaprio 
and Matt Damon for the 
“sexiesr" title. “Ford is one 
intriguing and enduringly 
sexy packa^," gushed 
Pe<^le. But Fad feels differ- 
ently and lives a quiet life 
with his wife. MeUssa 
Mathisoit and dieir children 

De Klerk marries 

Greek-bom 

sweetheart 

JOHANNESBURG (API — 
Six days after divorcing his 
wife of 38 >’ears. forrir’" 
President F.W. de Klerk - 
Saturday married his Greek - 
bom sweetheart a 
Johannesburg newsp^ier 
reported De Klerk, 
presided over the end of 
apartheid and shared the 
1993 Nobel Peace Prize with 
Nelson Mandela, wed Elita 
Geoigiades in a private 
Greek Oitiiodox ceremony 
near Hermanus on the south 
coast acccKding to an eariy 
edition of the Sunday Times. 
De Klerk, 62. coolinned his 
marriage to Geoi^ades, 46, 
the newspaper said. 

Van Damme case 
still pending l- 


LOS ANGELES (AP) - 
Jurors vrill decide wbethi 
Jean-Claude Van Damn: 
should hand over $1 raillic 
to a fonner tnuner who sa] 
he was never paid for a scrij 
he helped write with fr 
action movie star. Lai 
Biday, the Los Aiigelt 
County Supaior Court jura 
leoeived tte case, of Fran 
Dux vs. Damme. Tb 
jury is scheduled to resuoi 
deUbmations Monday. Du 
claims in the breach of coi 
tract lawsuit that “Tb 
C^iest” a 1991 movie tb; 
Van Damme starred in m 
directed, was similar to di 
manuscript “Enter the Net 
Dragon: The Kumite." wluc 
they both wrote. 



